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TO THE MOST REVEREND © 
THE  ARCHBISHOPS, 
THE RIGHT REVEREND 


THE BISHOPS OF ENGLAND, 


The SyrnITUAL GUARDIANS of the Eſtabliſhed Church, 


This _y_ Attempt to regen come their e | 


2 i 0 ; | 
Thoſe, who have ſeparated from the Communion 


of that Church, 


in. 
20 


ls moſt reſpe&tully inſerib ed, 


By their Lordſhips dutiful Son and Servant, 


5 55 DW] AND BARRY; 
Reading, 2 Berks Fine 12, 1 1799. 


4 + &7 f 7 ! 1; 


PR CE 4 p< 
. 


BOOKS Publifted by the fame Amthor. * 


1. SEVENTEEN SERNONS, preached mofily on Special 


Occaſions, 75. 1 
2. THEOLOGICAL, PHILOSOPHICAL, and MoraAL 
Ex8aVs, 58. af” 1+ TOM INT or 


3. FAniliar LETTERS, on a variety of Subjects, 5s. 


4. A Letter to the King; Lords, and Commons, againſt the 
Brutal Practice of Box ix G, Is. 


— « > SS Fe TL FATEDT * - =" 
. b 1 211 1A 

5. A. Dis PASSION ATE ADDRESS to the Sujets of 

GrxraT BRITAIN, Is. 


* . * * 


29 4 a — — 


ano aan? 4 
6. ALx TTR * to Francis ANNESLEY, eſq; M. P. on 
the neceſlity of adopting ſome meaſures to reduce the num- 
ber of Dogs; with a ſhort account of Hydrophobia, aud the 
moſi approved remedies againſt it, 1s, 
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Of this la Letter it may be proper to ſay a ſew words : 
ſeveral reaſons induced the Author to write it; and the op- 
portunity he took for doing ſo, was at the late general out- 
cry, on account of the ſcarcity of provifions.—T he increaſ- 
me number of Dogs, daily let looſe on the Public, was of it - 

a great annoyance ; but ſince it falls to the lot of a very 
conſiderable number af theſe anjmals to have either foor or 
meghefAful maſters, it happened that about this time, many 
— for want of wholeſome air and proper food became 
mad ! and this canine diſeaſe was ſpreading around the coun- 
try in a very alarming manner: and though the Author was 
apprized that a tax kad formerly been attempted but did 
not ſucceed; he judged, notwithſtanding this circumſtance, 
that the preſent was a faworrable moment to put together a 
few remarks ; hich from conſiderations of Buss and 
Policy might ſolicit the attention of Parliament: and the 
Author is happy to ſay, that in this hope he was not diſ- 
appointed: for very foon after the frublication of his Pamfhlct, 
the buſineſs of a Dog Tax was brought before the Houſe of 
Commons and_g -falite reference made on that occaſion 10 his 


Arinted Letter; which has likewiſe been honoured with the 


thanks and approbation of ſeveral ol its Members; not bus 
it been denied a generous attention from the writers of 
ſeveral perodical works, who have been pleaſed to make 
mention of it to the world, as having been highly inſtrumental 
to the ſaſety of the public, by obtaining a better regulation 
of the number of Dogs, and allo of advantage to the Revenue, 
by greatly increaling its income. . 


1 ! 
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Winde the Author fr made known his 
deſi; Ion reſpecting this publication, he had not 
then arranged a thought or written a word of it. 
If it be aſked, why then did he advertiſe his in- 
tentions ſo prematurely ? his anſwer is this; that 
he thought it a reſpeCtful notice to any ſuch 
perſon, as by poſſibility might have in con- 
templation a ſimilar circumſtance, although he 
muſt confeſs there was but little reaſon for 
{uch a hope. About the time that he was 
ready for the preſs, by accident he ſaw © The 
Journal of a Tour by the Rev. Rowland Hill,” 
which had juſt come out. Deſirous of availing 
himſelf of a few notes from that work, he 
"unſettled his own plan, and unavoidably delayed 
this publication: but if he had even ſet aſide 
his 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


his intentions of writing it, which was fo 
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roundly aſſerted; ſtill, the motives to which a 
particular deſcription of people buſily im puted 
his ſilence, would not allow him the enjoy- 
ment of quiet. Whatever merit or demerit be- 
Jongs to this publication, whichſoever of theſe 
ſhall be its lot; the Authng requeſts that it 
| may be chargeable with himſetf alone, for with 
ff auth he can affirm that no, ſecond perſon. knew 
| "5 what his manuſcript contained until it was ſent 
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; to > the printer. 
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THE 
FRIENDLY CALL of TRUTE and REASON, 


T 0 | 
_ A NEW SPE | CES of DISSENT ERS. 
F | we 600 - 
ls ov ö | ; * 


* . 


For OR the fake of general 8 on the 
ſubject of this Addreſs, I muſt beg to give a 
ſhort Hiſtory of the eircumſtances, which prin- 
cipally led to it. 


More than two yeats ago, the Vicar of St. 


pointment for a conſiderable number of years, 
was removed by Death to the peaceful abode 
of © Juſt Men made perfect.. On this occaſion, 
it was but natural for thoſe, who had been eye 
witneſſes < His Chriſtian Labors of Fidelity 
and 


* The Honourable and Reverend W. B. "ORR 


Giles's Church, Reading, who had held that ap- | 


* 


. 
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* 
. 
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WEE | 
and Love, had been edified by his miniſtry, were 


- partakers of his Bounty, or had been honoured” 


with his Friendſhip; very natural indeed it was 
for ſuch, bitterly to. grieve for the loſs of fo 


Good a Man, and water his grave with their 
tears. 10 Multis ille bonis flebilis occidit. „ Not 


fatisfied with theſe becoming teſtimonies of in- 
ward ſorrow, a very great part of his numerous 
Hearers, deſirous of ſhewing the outward ap- 


pearances of unuſual reſpect, formally arrayed 


themſelves in the ſable garments of woe; 1 
mention this matter for no other purpoſe, than 


chat of intimating the ſtrong perſonal attach- 


ment of the People towards their deceaſed 


Paſtor; it will alſo help to prove, from theſe cir- 
cumſtances, that the Congregation could not be 


ſuppoſed to meditate on any Succeſſor to that 
Pariſh otherwiſe than with prejudice and regret. 
To know, however, who that was likely to 
be, exerciſed much inquiry; and to procure 
the living for him, whom they could wiſh, 
ſome among them determined, it is ſaid, to uſe 
endeavors. But, in this caſe, if ſuch were really 


made, it is alſo certain that they were made in | 


Vain. 


} 


} 


| „ 
vain. After a tedious interval of fome months, 
a Gentleman“ of amiable manners, extenſive 
learning, and pious life, was choſen to fill the 
Vacancy, AW 


On the Sunday morning that he officiated for 
the firſt time, byreading the Prayers and Articles 
of the Church, in conſequence of having 
been engaged to aſſiſt him for a ſhort time, it 
fell to my lot to preach :!w—the expect- 
ation of hearing the new Incumbent drew 


together a very large congregation, I have ſel- 


dom witneſſed a more crowded one. On the ſuc- 
ceeding Sunday, however, the eager curioſity of 
the Pariſhioners and others was not diſappointed, 
and the Vicar, by preaching himſelf, gave the 
multitude the opportunity, they ſo much 


wanted, of forming their opinion of the ſound- 


neſs of his Faith. The reſpeRable part of the 
Pariſh were highly pleaſed by his modeſt and 
very appropriate diſcourſe: but the large 

— 5 majority 


® The Rev. Joſeph Eyre, Vicar of Ambroſeden in Oxford- 
"hire. 


; Ted | 
majority of the congregation, who were net 
Pariſtioners, but had been in the habit of 
wandering ſrom their own churches to crowd 
this, were extremely diſſatisfied with the 
Doctrines of the Preacher; the poſitive charge 
of not © Preaching the Goſpel was vehemently 
made againſt him; ſome, however, leſs impe- 

tuous, and better taught than others, agreed to 
give him a © Fair Hearing,” as it was termed, 

before they pronounced a final and deciſive 
verdict of ſeparation from his Miniſtry. In the 

mean time every expedient of Prayer was to be 

employed for his converſion to their opinion 

of religious Truth; but theſe oriſons, and other 

endeavours, not prevailing, the time of 
ordeal having expired, and heir Goſpel not 
being preached at either of the other two 

Churches here, they abandoned the Eſtabliſh- 

ment, and reſorted to a temporary Meeting- 

Houſe, till they could erect a larger one of 

their own. I will not refuſe to mention for 

them, that they appeared extremely deſirous of 
building a Chapel under Eccleſiaſtical Juriſ- 

diction; but as the Pariſh Churches here are 


In 


- 


Wo. 5 
in all reſpe&s ſufficiently commodious, there 
could be no plea of neceſſity for it; and if it was 
intended to preach other DoQtrines than what are 
uſually preached in the Church, ſuch a permiſ- 
ſion would not have been compatible with its 
order and ſafety; hence the importunity of all 
ſuch applications was firmly oppoſed. But de- 
termined they were, at all events, on having a 
Place of Worſhip to themſelves; and what nei- 
ther the Biſhop, nor either of the Vicars could 
conjointly grant, as a Chapel of Eaſe to the Paro- 
chial Church, the Magiſtrates of Quarter-Sef- 
ſion could not, by the Act of William and 
Mary, refuſe to licenſe as a Meeting - Houſe. 


\ 


* 


Nearly about this time, the Biſhop of Saliſ- 
| bury held the triennial Viſitation in this part of 
his Dioceſe: the Vicar of St. Giles's was ap- 
pointed to preach. Deſirous of overcoming, if 
poſſible, by friendly remonſtrances and ſound 
argument the prejudices, which, in matters of 
religion, had deeply taken root, the Preacher 
welcomed the opportunity, when the very 
learned Biſhop and a reſpeQable aſſembly of 

| | Clergy 


E ©] 
Clergy were to be witneſſes of the truth and 
fairneſs of what he advanced; it was conſidered 
by him as. a very opportune ſeaſon to make 
theſe diviſions in the faith the ſubject of his 
diſcourſe. To avoid the probability of any. 
miſrepreſentation of his Sermon to ſuch per- 
ſons as were moſt likely to be abſent, but for 
whoſe conviction it was of courſe principally 
deſigned, the Vicar, conſcious of the integrity 
of his motives, had previouſly ſent a very 
kind invitation to ſome leading few of this 
deſcription, to be preſent at the delivery of it: 
but what was the reſult of theſe = well- 
meant*” intentions? Far from producing the 
good he had hoped in his labour of love 
and duty, the diſcourſe was the object of 
very intemperate language; and even the 
Preacher . himſelf was ſpoken of with no ſmall 
fhare of AE ag for ſending his “ well-meant” 
invi- 


Much exception has been taken at this phraſe in his 
Sermon. . It is impoſſible for any one to reſpect the i 
memory of my Predeceſſor more bighly than myſelf, his 
wel!l-meant piety, his extenſive liberality, his amiable man- 
wers in ſociety.“ | 


1 

invitation to thoſe I have juſt made mention ot. 

| To ſilenee the: buſy tongue of ſlander, which 
did not ſcruple to ſay that the Writer of this 
Diſcourſe would be either aftemed or afraid to 
print it, and to gratify at the fame time the ap- 
proving wiſhes of others, be ' ſeemed loudly 
called upon, each way, to publiſh it; under 

this conviction I wrote a paragraphꝰ, and ſent 


* The triennial Viſitation of this part of the Biſhop of 
Saliſbury" s Dioceſe was held on Monday laſt at St. Mary's 
Church, where his Lordſhip, after Confirmation, delivered 
2 moſt ſuitable and excellent Charge to the Clergy. The 
Rev. Mr, Eyre, of St. Giles's, preached the Viſitation Ser- 
mon, and his text, out of the 10th of Romans and the 2d 
verſe, They have a zeal of God, but not according to know- 
ledge," was aptly taken for the purpoſe to which it was ap- 

\ plied.—The profeſſed object of the Preather on this occa- 
* fiop, was the laudable attempt of convincing thoſe of error 

who bad ſeceded from the Eflabliſhed Chureh, of vindicat- 

ing her Miniſters from falſe and wnchriftian charges, and 

reſpectfully exhorting them, at the ſame time, to vigilance 

and zeal ia their ſacerdotal offices. Of this very maſterly 

diſcourſe, we cannot incur the charge of flattery, when we 

aſſert, that it was candid, eloquent, and learned: the matter 

of it was ſeaſonable aud importaut—the language beautiful 

and perſuafive; and the manners of the Preacher in de- 
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—— ö — —— . —Ä—Ů—ꝶ — — a = - = — — — — 
8 — — — 2 4 — — A 2 

- -— _ — x 2 — * — — 8 4 4 

* = = l — - — — — — — 2 * — - — 
F 5 — * = — = 

l — 2 0 — . ka — =_ a — 


livering 


22 — 2 & - — A 
— — — 
0 — — — — 
4 8 * * 


2 — = W 1 
— Coe — CET ET nRT =: .- 2 = — - 5 
— — — — . . ˙——-— — — EL. 2 * —— —— — 
- — = — = — 3 < — — — 
— = D - — I 2 - — — . 
—— — Fů — æ . — — Be — 


— TIRES 
— — 
— == 


CL. CC —— d — — 
— — — * 


— —— _ 


— — 2 — 
ILY EIS on — 
pon, pony "CEE 


IE 
— — 


U 5 1 : 
it to the Reading Paper; in ſo ng 1 made 
a n liable to ſorne maleyolent-notice. 3b 

9 N 4 Ft o alt gl ton 
The Vicar was at 00 reluctantly ba 
| upon to print it, and accordingly? the Sermon 
was ſent forth“, and thoſe who heard it are 
bound in truth to ſay, nearly word for word as 
delivered from the pulpit. The work was read 
with avidity, it is yet before the Public, and 
therefore requires no eulogy of mine. x 

Acir- 

lvering it, were earneſt, yet conciliatory and inodeſt. Every 
ſentence of this Sermon, which both edified and delighted 4 
numerous Congregation, was the Suaviter i in modo, fortiter | 
in rf; and noticed as it was, by the letuliar approbation 
of the Dioceſan And Clergy, and to obvlate the poſſibility 
of miſrefreſentation we cannot but indulge a reaſonable hope, 
that the learned and worthy * will ſend it tothe Preſs. 


*The Advertiſement was, | 
A Diſpaſſionate Inquiry into the probable Cauſes and 
. ** Conſequences of Enthuſiaſm, a Sermon, preached July 
« 30, 1798, in the Pariſh Charch of St. Mary's, Reading, at 
„the Viſitation of the Right Rev. John, Lord Biſhop of 
e Saliſbury, by the Rev, Joſeph Eyre, A. M. Vicar of St. 
_ « Gites's, Reading, and of Ambroſeden, Oxfordſhire.” 


| RR 

A circumſtance, which had excited ſo much 
local attention as this, was a powerful tempta- 
tion for ſomething in the ſhape of a reply to be 
brought forward: this was twicedone; and let it 
ſo far be recorded to the judgment and good ſenſe - 
of the writers, that they modeſtly concealed their 
names. It is an honour, ſays Solomon, for a 
man to ceaſe from ſtrife, it may ſeem harſh to 
add the ſequel of this verſe, but-pointing to no 
individual in doing fo, I cannot reafonably 
offend :—he ſays, that Every fool will be 
meddling.” Elſewhere, I remember to have ſeen 
the remark, that Some would be thought to do 
great things, who are but tools and inſtruments; 
| like the fool who fancied he played upon the 
organ, when he only blew: the bellows,” But 

had even a fair and candid anſwer been directed 
to the arguments of the Preacher, he apprized 
the reader in an advertiſement to his ſermon, 
„ That he ſhould not think himſelf engaged, 
or be likely to reply, having neither leiſure nor 
inclination for controverſy, eſpecially religious 
controverſy.” Thus, any further notice from 
him was not to be expected. It has been my 
Q | | hope, 


1 


| hope, however, that before this time, ſoine one 
3 of more conſequence, and better abilities than 

myſelf, with the laudable attempt of healing a 
ſore, which has been lately made, and recon- 


ciling differences, which ſeem daily to be ag- 
gravating, through haſty and unfair diſcuſſion, 


would come forward thus to mediate: but 
I am diſappointed. Perhaps this ſilence on 


mature reflection is conſidered right. Polemic 


controverſy may readily be ſhewn' to have 


generally produced more miſchief than good; 
of this J am aware; but the preſent is a pe- 
culiur caſe.” | 


It is not the Diſſenter acknowledging himſelf 
to be ſuch, that I now preſume to addreſs; 
religious opinians of old eſtabliſhment, þy what- 
ever name we have been accuſtomed to under- 
ſtand them, I have not the arrogance to oppoſe ; 
it is not 7heſe J am writing to, or intend in any 
way to involve, in the more material defign of 


the preſent inquiry. It is to a NEW SPECIES 


of religious Profeſſors that I am directing 
theſe pages: to thoſe, who have ſeparated 


from 


n J. 
from the Communion of the Eſtabliſhed Church, 
on the plea, that the Goſpel is not preached 
there, and who, in conſequence of that bold | 
and indefinite aſſertion, have not ſcrupled to 
erect a large building for religious worſhip, un- 
der the ſuffrage of the Act © For exempting 
their Majeſties Proteſtant Subjects, diſſenting from 
the Church of England, from the Penalties of certain 
Laws ;” and who, by neceſſary conſequence, 
do diſſent from the order, the diſcipline, and very 
ordinances of the Eſtabliſhed Church ; and yet, 
with the abſurdeſt confidence and groſſeſt inconſiſtency, 
come forward and avow themſelves the very 
champions and beſt ſupporters of her Articles, 
Liturgy, Homilies and Canons; and under the 
diſguiſe of uſing the eſtabliſhed form of Prayers, 
with ſome other imitations of our Church, would 
fain be conſidered Churchmen,and in the ſtrength 
of this deluſion are pleaſed to dub their Meet- 
ing Houſe by the miſnomer of a Ghapel.* | 


Thus 


| he Hitherto only three ſorts of Chapels have been diſtin- 
guiſhed or known. 1. A Chapel under the ſanction of Ec- 
clefiaftical 


[=] 
Thus much for preliminary obſervation, | 


which appeared abſolutely neceſſary to explain 
what was to be underſtood by © A New Species 


of Diſſenters.” But be it remembered, this new 
Species did not firſt of all take root and ſhoot 


up in the Town of Reading: No, it has been 


growing ſome few years in other places; 


great pains and contrivances are however. in 


uſe, to graft it far and near, that the Branches 
may _— forth} as they do here, in wild 
abundance: : 


cleſiaſlical Efiabliſhment, i. e. a Chapel of Eaſe to ſome + 
Pariſh Church. 2. A Chapel belonging to the Manſion of 
| ſome Peer or Peereſs, or other privileged Perſon. 3. A Free 
Chapel founded by the King, and by him * trom 
the e of the ELD” 5 


+ Similar 3 have been for ſome years in London, 
Briſtol, and Bath; in /me of theſe, though the Profeſſors 
have not the abſl urdity to call-themſelves Church Pegfile, they 
wiſh however to cling a little to the name of what they have 


been, diſliking the very ſound of Diſſenter ; they deſcribe 


themſelves by a very faſhionable name in uſe, and fay, that 
they are * Seceders from the. Church,” But they all are 
tenacious to have their Meding Houſes called by the genteel 


and e name of Chapel, A Preſhyter of the Church of 


| England 


,* 


; 1 | 
abundance. : This . addreſs therefore 1 | 
means to be conſidered as a, local one, but ex- 

| tends 


England has long officiated in a Meeting Houſe of this 
ſeceding deſcription, in London; but that is notall, he ordaing 
too: for among the wonders of the age we live in, it hae 
been found out, that by the true meaning 'of the word 
Ilproburepes, it was intended that he ſhould be a Bi/hoþ But 
I would ſay both to the ordainer and the ordained, by what 
authority doit thou theſe things, and who gave thee this autho- 


rity ? To,the former I would ſay, ſpeaking for myſelf as a 
Miniſter of the Church of England, and to Members of that 
Church, that it is a downright Mockery of the Epiſcopal 
department ; the latter, being tolerated as a Teacher, if 
he ſhews his permiſſion, which coſts ſixpence at the Quar- | 
ter Seſſions, produces ſomething—but as to any /cgality to 
be derived from ſuch pretended: orders, without the per- 
miſſion I have alluded to, thoſe who draw Kings and Queens 
over a twelſth-day cake, have as good claims to the Crown 


a of England ! If one Prieſt has a right to ordain, ſurely another 
Prieſi may do the ſame. And thoſe that are thus ordained 
have the ſame liberty in Air turn: in that caſe, prodigiouſly 
great indeed would be the company of Preachers but the 


very idea of it, is too filly and ridiculous to merit a ſerious 
reply. As well might he, who had received the honor of 
Knighthood from his Sovereign, imagine, that he had due 
authority to wave the ſword over the heads of any he 
pleaſed, and bid them riſe up with the fame diſtindion. 


FS (14 ] 
tends to every other place, where the ſame 
| arguments are applicable; and I hope that 
it will be conſidered as ſeaſonable and im- 
portant. My motive in this attempt is the good 
of all, without intending evil to any one, to 
mediate rather than oppoſe, to convince more 

than to confute, and to. hold out the olive 
branch of chriſtian love and amity ! Such then 

is the earneſt deſire of my heart, in addreſſing 
to you this Friendly Call of Truth and Reaſon; 
and if calm inveſtigation be not too much to 
aſk, or too impratticable to exerciſe, bear with 
me in kindneſs, while I am fulfilling, according 
to my capacity, the duties of this undertaking. 


Wrrurx theſe few months paſt, a Book has 
been publiſhed by a Layman?®, under the name 
of © an Apology for the Church of Chriſt, and 
the Church of England, with a Vindication of 
the DoQrines- of the late Vicar of St. Giles's, - 
Reading, addreſſed in a ſeries of Letters to 
the preſent one, occaſioned by his Viſitation 
| | Sermon.” 


Thomas Willats, eſq. 


N ag23 
Sermon.“ It may be expected that I ſhould take 
ſome notice of that work in this publication; 


but truly I have ſcarcely aught to ſay about it: 
if the Church of Chriſt be the Church of 
England, which the expreſſion” of this Gentle- 
man ſeems clearly to imply, ſurely then an 
apology or defence of the Church of England 
is the defence of the Church of Chriſt, for 
truth muſt be at unity with itſelf: in this 
we are perfectly agreed. Whatever therefore 
diſturbs the appointed order of the former, 
muſt by clear inference, diſturb likewiſe the 
order of the latter. As I had not the honor 
of being much known to the Preacher, whoſe 
Dottrines this Gentleman thinks it neceſſary 
to make appear were conformable to the 
Articles and Liturgy of our Church, I ſhall 
wave all inquiry about that: * Nil de mortuis 
niſi bonum.“ Whatever might be the poſſible 
errors of his zeal in ſome points, and © Huma- 
num eſt errare,” they were unqueſtionably the 
errors of a good heart: but it is every where 

confeſſed, 


FJ yi BOO] 
confeſſed, that he was a jealous advocate“ for 
1 me Church of England, as by aw effabliſted, 


0 * 


1 


»A Pamphͤlet, very lately publiſhed, and written with 
auch good ſenſe, by an inhabitant of Reading, under the 
name of © Letters to Theophilus,” repreſents this matter i in 


4 «very — light. 


The Author of it havjng obſerved how free the congrega- 
tion of St. Giles's, in that Town, was from ſpeculative opini- 
ons and unintelligible myſieries, that the diſtinction of Cal- 
vinifls and Arminians was not known among them under the 
miniſtry of the Rev. Mr. Talbot, who cultivated (this writer 
ſays) the eſſential principles of love and harmony which 
then happily ſubſiſted in the congregation, (who knew but 
little, but lived like Chriſtians ;' * and ſ peaking of this Clergy- 
man's © affability, diſintereſtednels, and-univerſal benevo- 
Jence, his patience and fortitude under the tongue of flan- 
der:“ adds, We have never ſeen his equal.” He 
then goes on to ſpeak of Mr. Talbot's ſucceſſor, (Mr. 

' Cadogan) exactly in theſe words: 

The cauſe of our Mariah St. Giles's Church originated 
in the public inſults we received from the pulpit ; the then 
"2 Vicar being much offended, becauſe we ſometimes went to 

other places of worſhip ; for this we were not only cenfured, 
but called ill names, and at laſt a direct verbal meſſage was 
ſent to ſeveral, forbidding us to attend the Sacrament, un- 
leſs we came conſtantly to Church,” 


„ 

and of courſe, for the ſtrict maintenance of her 
diſcipline and order; truly then they, who 
profeſſed ſuch love and ſo much deference 
to his opinion, while living, pay his memory 
but an #// compliment, who. go to other 
places, which are ot of Church of Eng- 
land Eſtabliſhment, and by concluſion, can- 
not be within the meaning or compaſs of this 
Layman's Apology © for the Church of Chriſt.” 
I wiſh that this Gentleman's Apology had 
_ avoided all invidious compariſon between the 

Chriſtian integrity of one Clergyman and that 
of another; that he had not reſorted ſo fre- 


quently to unfair inſinuation and acrimonious 


expreſſions, * to ſome perverſionsf of the ſacred 
text, and in one inſtance to a miſquotation of a 
_ paſſage from the Sermon}. I will hope that the 

DOT TT CR UT F427 laſt 


Vid. nearly the whole of the Preface, and eſpecially 
pages, 12, 26, 34. | 


+ Eſpecially page 106, l. © . 
* f 
} Page 26, that no particle of malevolence remained 
within your breaſt, read thus, * That there is no particle 


of malevolence within my breaſi.” 
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laſt was done by accident. With other quotations, 
which he has made in ſuch. abundance, the | 
| principal part of which may be ſeen in Knox's 
Chriſtian Philoſophy, and ſeem to form the main 
of his Book, it is not the intention of this to 
meddle. b | 


Iam willing to allow, that the opmions and 
authorities of the greater part of thoſe good 
and great Divines, which are there brought 
forward, claim our notice and reſpect: and 
it is only the partial interpretation of theſe 
writers, and the falſe concluſions, which ſome 
are haſty to draw, and the injudicious uſe, 
which others are ſo ready to make -of ſome 
particular Doctrines they have handled, that 
can be very much the ſubje& of controverſy. 
If the whole of their works were underſtood, 
the parts compared, and their connected har- 
mony, ſeen at once, theſe Authors might 
be read with more advantage than they at 
preſent are, and not be ſo liable to have their 
pure ideas adulterated with thoſe of other men, 
who reſemble the Peruvian torrent, which 


9 | 


1 
when it brings down gold, mingles it with | 
ſand. © A little learning is a dangerous thing:” 
or in the words, which this Author has choſen | ; 
out of Ecclefiaſticus, for the motto of his Book, 
« Blame not before thou haſt examined the truth : 
underſtand firft, and then rebuke.” - 


Of the ſtyle, in which the Apology is written, 
I take it for granted that the Author was leſs 
obſervant than of the ſubject itſelf : the ſame I 
acknowledge in the preſent inſtance to be my 
own caſe, and therefore to point out an inac- 
curacy or two in grammar, which might be the 
effect of inattention only, would poffibly expoſe 
myſelf to the ſame ſeverity. But before I entirely 
diſmiſs further remark on this gentleman's pub- 


1 lication, he will permit me to ſay, that he does 
net appear to have found out in the Dictionaries 

he conſulted, the true definition of the word En- 

thuſiaſm. However it may be now applied, 

the word is of Heathen origin. The prieſts of 

every oracle were imagined to be inſpired by 

their gods, and the heroes of antiquity were 

thought to act under the immediate influence 


of X 


L 20 ] 
of a ſupernatural aſſiſtance, by which they per- | 
formed actions beyond the human capacity.* 
One word more, and I have done with this 
| gentleman's Apology. By thus ſtepping out 
of his duty to find fault with a Clergyman in 
doing what was his; he and others have dropped 
the gauntlet, to provoke and keep alive the un- 


pleaſant conteſt of religious opinions. 


Truth and Reaſon, as plainly underſtood in 
Scripture, and by common ſenſe, are the teſti- 
monies, which, in the courſe of this Addreſs, I 
ſhall principally appeal to, or regard. On any 
doubtful, points, which have received illuſtra- 
tion or ſandtion from the labours of the learned 

and 


* Mr. Willats ſays that in Chambers's Dictionary the 
ward Enthuſiaſm is derived from the Greek, andr052 or s0u;, 
a man animated in an extraordinary manner by the Spirit 
of God, in whom God is, or God animates ; but the fact is, 
chat the primitive ſenſe of both theſe words is, as I have 
already ſtated, i. e. to be influenced by particular Deities ; 
it is a compound word of & Oro, and the word unte means, 
numine adflatus, divinus, fanaticus. Erb, fanatico, ſeu 
divino furore agor. 2 


( 2x 1 
and good, I ſhall, as occafion offers, think it 
my duty to reſort to ſuch authorities ; but on 
no account unneceſſarily to multiply evidence of 


this: ſort, till Jeſs ſhall I be tempted to do ſo, 


for the ſake of gratifying a litigious temper, by 
oppoſing the opinion of one great and pious 
man to that of another. Before I proceed on 
this ſubject, allow me to uſe the liberty of aik- 
ing you, as individuals, and as a collective 
body, a ſhort, but ſolemn queſtion: in the 
name and in the preſence of Him, Before 
whom all hearts are open, and all deſires known, 
and from whom no ſecrets are id, I would aſk 
of your integrity and conſcience, if no motives 
but thoſe only of purity of heart, of dire neceſ- 
ſity for your own ſalvation, and the honour of 
God's name and worſhip, influenced you in any 
ſhape to withdraw from that Church, of which 
you had ſo lately been members? Pauſe—rc- 
flect—be not haſty in reply: if an anſwer to this 
queſtion on an impartial ſtrict examination be 
in any view of it accompanied with fearfulneſs 
or doubt, I will ceaſe to preſs, for what is 
otherwiſe aſked; it is that anſwer alone, which 


could 
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could be cheriſhed on-a dying bed, and by the i 

cerity of which the welfare of all ETERNITY was 

at ſtake, that this queſtion moſt awfully ſolicits ! 
3 —Reaſonably preſuming as I do, that no ſuch 
anſwer of neceſſily either will or poſſibly can be 
urged in defence of ſuch a ſeparation, I can with 
much- propriety introduce in this place the 
opinion of a very great Divine. It con- 
<, cerns,” ſays this writer, © every man, who 
<« ſeparates from the Church's Communion, 
« even as much as his /a/vation is worth, to look 
« moſt carefully to it, that the cauſe of his ſepa- 
e ration be ji and neceſſary; for unleſs it be 
« -neceſſary, it can hardly be ſufficient.” - 


But it is aſſerted by you, with more vehe- 
mence than truth, that © the GosPEL is not 
preached in our Churches; and that the general 
diſcourſes of the Clergy are in direct oppoſition 
to the Articles and Homilies.” Firſt then, 

| te 


* Chillingworth, 


C85] 
the Goſpel,* for that is the phraſe ſo much 
in vogue, although the true meaning of it 
is ſo little : underſtood, and the benevolent 
leflons, which'it every where enjoins, are ſtill leſs 
practiſed: the Goſpel, you ſay, is not preached 
in our Churches. The charge is a bold one; 
if nue, © woe unto thoſe that preach it not; 
but, if a falſe charge, woe unto thoſe who utter 5 
it.” If by not preaching the Goſpel, any of 
you mean, in general terms, to ſay, that the 
Clergy, either in the pulpit, or by the preſs, 
oppoſe thoſe precepts, which the Goſpel com- 
mands, or thoſe doQtrines it reveals; that they 
make no diſcrimination between the rewards 
it holds out 40 the righteous, and the puniſh- 
ment, with which it threatens the wicked, and 
thus encourage the impiety of. the one, and 
keep back the conſolation it promiſes to the 
other; if ſuch men as theſe, in direct viola- 
tion of the very letter and ſpirit of the Goſpel, 
| | __ 


- * EYAITEAION, Lztum nuncium, joyful news; or as 
St. Luke expreſſes it, Glad tidings of the Kingdom of 
God.“ : 


a ws A wt. . 


— 


But if in the plenitude 


[4 
are to be found, point out, if you are able, the 


unhallowed preacher, who thus inſults” his 


God. Let him by the-truth and conſequent 
proof of your impeachment, (and the guilt is 
yours if you can, and will not accuſe him) be 


brought forward, in the name of all religion, and 


graded from the gffice of the Holy Prieſthood ! 


felons, and very Un-G acronis, you 


of truth, that you will endeavour to atone for 
what is paſt, by making allegations, formidable 


and injurious as theſe, no longer, and that for 


ever hereafter you wilt © hold your peace.” 
If then, by the phraſe alluded to, nothing in 


oppoſition to the received doctrines and pre- 


cepts of the Goſpel can be proved in the 
Sermons of the Clergy, ſo neither can any thing 
be ſhewn in their diſcourſcs contrary to the 
Articles and Homilies, which derive their au- 
thority, and are deducible, from that Goſpel: 

| ; but 


ft 25 1 
but although: neither the Goſpel nor the Arti- 
cles are ſpoken againf, you will perhaps go on 
to ſay, that they are not afively preached up. 


The fall of man by the tranſgreſſion of 
Adam, and his recovery through the atonement 
of Jeſus Chriſt, are the two great principles of 
all doctrinal belief: a Love to God and our 
Neighbour, the two main duties of all Chriſ- 
tian practice. This is the end and deſign of 
Goſpel preaching and of Goſpel hearing: thus 
ſays the Old Teſtament, and ſo confirms the 
New. Would to God that all, who named the 
name of Chriſt, departed from the evils of ſchiſm, 
and practically united here. But beſides theſe 
eſſential points of Chriſtian faith. you particu- 
larly profeſs to agree in our Articles, allow the 


orthodoxy of our Creeds, our forms of Prayer, 


and profeſs to admire the cuſtoms and diſ- 

cipline of the Eſtabliſhment in all its branches: 

and thus you ſtand ſingly an exception to every 

other claſs of Diſſenters, and clearly juſtify the 

title, by which you are here addreſſed. 
E 


But 
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1 263 
But we reſume the charge, which in point of 
expreſſion is of very looſe and uncertain mean- 


a ® 


© ing; it ſhall be conſidered however more fully 
in two points of view, as implying a double 
crimination, the one negative, the other poſitive. 
The Clergy do not preach the Goſpel.” Al- 
ready a little has been advanced under the firſt 
head of this inquiry: but we proceed. They do 
not undertake to elucidate the great myſteries 
of the Trinity, the eternal generation of the 
Son, nor the proceſſion of the Holy Ghoſt; yet 
although they do not judge it expedient to 
make ſuch doctrines the ſubject of familiar diſ- 
cuſſion, they nevertheleſs, as fit occaſion offers, 
introduce them with due ſolemnity, as matters 
of faith, gratitude and aſtoniſhment! The Clergy 
do not, moreover, preſume to ſpeak of the 
divine decrees with that freedom and boldneſs 
that you could wiſh: you like a ſtronger im- 
pregnation of the immutable decrees of Provi- 
dence to- everlaſting happineſs or miſery; than 
what is to be found in their diſcourſes. In 
this you ſay they depart from the- Articles and 
do not preach the Göſpel, according to your 


3 | - - opinion 
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opinion of it; and to ſupport this charge againſt ; : 


them, you are pleaſed out of the thirty- nine 
Articles of our Church, to lay a mighty and 
very partial ſtreſs on the ſeventeenth. 


— 


Whether abſolute Election and Reprobation 


be, or be not a doctrine clearly taught in 


the Holy Scriptures, I ſhall not enter into any 


formal diſcuſſion, more than appears neceſ- 


fary through any ſanQtion it may be ſuppoſed 
to derive from the Articles of our Church; for 
concerning the many tedious volumes, which 
have been profeſſedly written to prove the affir- 
mative, it may fairly be aſked, © Cui bono? 
If it be demanded . Cui malo? The deſcription, 
1 fear, would be endleſs. 


The ſuperficial reader of the ninth chapter of 
St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Romans, is not hence 
afraid to commence the doughty champion of 
abſolute decrees ; and with the names of Jacob 
and Eſau“ in his mouth, would diſtort the moſt 


beautiful 


The elder ſhall ſerve the younger : and it is written, 
Jacob have I loyed, but Eſau have I bated.” 


E 
beautiful features of Revelation, and untune 
the wonderful harmony of the juſtice and mercy. 
of God! | 


The pious and very learned Mr. Locke, (who 

was neither the bigot nor the preacher of any 
church, therefore may be conſidered as a very 
impartial Commentator), writing on the Epiſtles. 
of St. Paul, thus obſerves. © He, that will, with 
moderate attention and indifferency of mind, 
read this ninth- chapter, will ſee that what is 
faid of God's exerciſing of an abſolute power, 
according to the good pleaſure of his will, re- 
lates only to nations, or bodies politic of men, 
incorporated in civil ſocieties, which feel the 
effects of it only in the proſperity, or calamity, 
they meet with in this world, but extends not 
to their eternal ſtate in another world, conſidered 
as particular perſons.” The per/ona/* election of 
Jacob, and the perſona! reprobation of Efau, 


was 


* Nxc verba de externa tantùm ſervitute, & terrz promiſſæ 
privatione, & de favore, vel odio in rebus nationaliter con- 
fideratis intelligenda ſunt, non autem de vita #terna, ac 
proinde nihil ad predefiinationem pertinent.”'—Vide Note 
to Hardy's Greek Teſlament, ad locum. | 


[29] 
was not the idea the Apoſtle meant to con- 
vey, when he mentioned theſe words taken 
from the prophet Malachi“: it refers to the cir- 
cumſtance of the Meſſiah, who was to come 
from Jacob and not from Eſau, on which ac- 
count Jacob is ſaid to be loved and Eſau hated. 
In the ſame ſenſe as our Saviour uſes the word, 
when he ſays, if any man came to him and 
hated not his father and mother, that is, if he 
preferred his father and mother, he could not be 
Chriſt's Diſciple. Nor does it appear at all, that 
the elder did perſonally ſerve the younger, but 
that declaration had its principal and full ac- 
compliſhment in their poſterities. The whole 
ofthe Apoſtle's reaſoning in that chapter, plainly 
amounts to what a great Divine has faidf © That 

God 


* Chap. I. v. 2, 3,“ I have loved you, faith the Lord, 
yet ye ſay, wherein haſt thou loved us? Was not Eſau Jacob's 
brother? ſaith the Lord: yet I loved Jacob, And I hated 
Eſau, and laid his mountains and his heritage waſte for the 
dragons of the wilderneſs.” v. 5. And your eyes ſhall ſee, and 
ye ſhall ſay, the Lord will be magnified from the border of 
Iſrael.“ 


. Vid. Hammond's Annotations on this Chapter, 


r ey 9. P gr a —— ————_—_ 
- 
” 


| (i: T 
Gad does nat bind himſelf to obferve privileges 
in tha dilpenſations of his providence, to give 
Iſcwael inheritance. with Iſaac, only-becauſe he 


was born of Abraham as well as he, nor to pre- 


fer Eſau before Jacob; and» the Edumæans be- 
fore the Iſralites, only becauſe they were of the 
elder houſe or line; ſo neither doth he beſtow 


the promiſes made in Chriſt, either as a pre- 


rogative of the Iſraelites, or a reward of legal 
obedience, but leaves himſclf free to receive 
Gentiles as well as Jews, nay to call Gentiles; 
and reject the Jews, and to accept of the 


* Chriſtian faith, inſtead of the Moſaical obſer- 


vances, the interna], fincere, evangelical, inſtead 
of the external legal obedience.” 


But if this fair illuſtration of St. Paul be re- 
jected, it very much behoves thoſe, by whom it 
is rejected, duly to conſider whether, upon the 
great ſeate of Scripture, the evidence in favour of 
doing fo is ſtronger than the arguments for 
adopting. it. The reaſoning of the Apoſtle 
throughout this ſubjeQ is plain and conſiſtent, 


and to preſs the argument beyond the ſubjeR, to 


which 


WO 
which it was *. applied in favour of 
abſolute predeflination, ' is to ſet the traps of error 
and deftrufion, in the ou beaten paths f 
Chriſt's s religion. 12 1 

The moſt learned man of the age, in which 
he lived, & makes this remark, Of old, 
the Goſpel made men better; but the new 
pretended Goſpel made them much worſe.” 


In another place he thus writes, “ This new 


| Gol pel (founded upon the. doctrine of abſolute 
decrees), has produced a'new generation of ob- 
ſtinate, impudent, hypocritical people, who are 
revilers, liars, deceivers ; and who do not agree 
among themſelves, and are. very uneaſy to 
others; who are ſeditious, furious, given to 
cavilling ; and with whom I am ſo much dif- 
ſatisfied, that if I knew any town, where none 
of them were, I would go thither, and chooſe 
to live in it.” Such then is the picture, which 

the great Eraſmus has drawn; but I am far from 

unn that it is a likeneſs of very many of the 
e | preſent 


* Eraſmus. 
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preſent day; who are firmly attached to Predeſ- 
tinarjan tenets. It is my happineſs, as doubt- 
Teſs it is of others, to be acquainted with perſons 
of that deſcription, who would not be bad cha- 
racters in whatever religion they profeſſed, but 
would continue to be uprig ht, humane, and good 
men, in doctrines of any religious inſtitution. 
But ſurely, it may he noticed, .that with the 
wicked—the, ignorant—and the gloomy, the 
infuſion of ſuch principles into the mind muſt 
have a dangerous and awful tendency the 
wicked man may be naturally ſuppoſed to ſay, 
that if his deſtiny to everlaſting happineſs or 
miſery is made irreverſible by the decrees of 
Providence, the deepeſt penitence and refor- 
mation of life cannot alter or ſet aſide his 
ſentence of reprobation; nor the moſt diſſolute 
manners hinder him of his election, through 
grace alone, and that from al eternity, to heaven, 
—to what purpoſe is virtue, or where is the 
advantage of religion? — The ignorant man, if 
before humble and modeſt, now becomes tur- 
bulent and bold; if willing to be taught, 1 
has now the arrogance 7o teach: he holds nearly 


eyery 


1 


1 
every conſideration with contempt, fave that, 
ſions of reaſon and argument he conſiders as 
beneath the notice of one who is taught in a 
wonderful manner, the ſecrets that are from 
above ; and too often it happens, that the com- 
mon duties of ſocial and domeſtic life, are made 
moſt pitiable ſacrifioe to the deluſions of his 

ignorance and unconquerable obſtinac .. | 


F 


? 


| The gloomy or penfive man, cannot ſee 
through his creed, © That the ways of Religion 
are pleaſantneſs, and that all her paths are peace.” 
He opens the Book of Fate with a trembling 
band and reads his Bible with miſtruſt, 
with perſonal dread and apprehenſton: in ſuch 
a ſtate of mind, he is wholly unfitted to « ſerve 
the Lord with gladneſs, aud come- before his pre- 
{ence with a ſong.” Mliſerably agitated between 
terrible fears at one time, and frantic hopes at 
another, he is not capable of performing the 
reaſonable ſervice of religion; and if he ſhould 
eſcape infidelity, yet, by a ſeries of foreboding me- 
lancholy, he deſpairs at length of God's mercy, 


and 


1 } 

and we -fearful'” thought that he is one 
among thoſe' who are numbered in the cata- 
logue of the reprobate, preys on his tormented 
mind, till either ſuicide or madneſs makes a 
doleful concluſion of what the ae | 
n * 2 Mo": 


An ardent euriolity to penetrate into the 
counſels of God, further than in thoſe things 
which are unqueſtionably revealed, or to give 
a poſitive utterance to ſome paſſages of Scripture 
of doubtful interpretation, or in the language 
of the inſpired Peter, are © hard to be undetſtood 

is materially detrimental to the ſober purpoſes 
of all religious truth; but if to ſatisfy the de- 
mands of ſcepticiſm, or indulge the intem- 
perance of inquiry on difficult and obſcure paſ- 
ſages of Scripture, ſome explanation m be at- 
tempted, the caution of a learned Father of 
the Church, ſhould on ſuch occaſions! be moſt 
ſtrictly regarded. The more obſcure. parts of 
Scripture, ſays St. Auguſtin, ſhould be inter- 
preted by thoſe that are plain. 


\ 


With. 
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With this caution, as a compaſs in our hands, 
we might ſafely ſteer our way to Heaven, with- 
out meeting an angry opponent on the ſame 
glorious voyage: but when headſtrong bigots 
embark on the mighty ſea of religious con- 
troverſy, without ſo fair a map to guide them, 
they precipitate themſelves into clouds of dark- 
neſs and tempeſt ; and in the hurricane of de- 
bate and ſtrife, inſtead of wiſhing each other 
«God ſpeed” to the deſired haven, . they mu- 
tually ſhipwreck themſelves on the rock of 
perpetual diſcord and enmity. p 
| This leſſon of chriſtian humility, of diffidence 
and candor, in the conſtruction of ſome diſput- 
able parts of Scripture, well deſerves atten- 
tion on every occaſion, and ſhould particularly 
influence the mind, in determining the fair 
meaning of the ſeyenteenth Article of our Church, 
which has been made the ground of ſo much 
accuſation againſt the Clergy, for not preaching 
the doctrine of it with that rigidueſt which the 
letter or phraſeology of it might ſeem to warrant: 
But if the quotation we have lately noticed, on 
| the 


CF] | 
the ſubjett of Jacob and Efau, which appears 
more than any other part of ſeripture to favor 
the doctrine of the abſolute election and repro- 
bation of individuals, yet, if in that inſtance the 
Doctrine cannot be made out, furely it is but rea- 
ſonable to conelude, that the article under con- 
ſideration modelled as it is, from ſome ſuch 
portion of Holy Writ, was never deſigned to be 
interpreted in the ſtrict manner it is by ſome 
to countenance an inteniperate notion of the 
 DivineDeecrees. | 
Our Reformers, in the time of Edward the VI; 
in their definition of this Doctrine, together with 
the alterations they made in it, under the reign 
of Elizabeth, avoiding the opinions of Calvin, 
expreſſed themſelves with faitable caution, and 
as nearly as poſſible in the very words of Scrip- 
ture. True it is, that ſome of our Divines, 
during their exile under Queen Mary, were evi- 
dently tinctured with the fentiments of Calvin, 
and in order to avoid the Popiſi doctrine of Merit, 
from one extreme they hurried to another, and 
adopted the idea of the Fatalifs; and in their 
| laudable 


1 1 

laudable deſign of plucking up the 7ares, ſeem, 
in the metaphor of the New Teſtament, to have 
injured the wheat. * 


A writes on this article obſerves, that muck | 
has been vainly ſaid in favour of the Calviniſtical 
tenets,* but not to mention, ſays he, the ſaving I} 
clauſe in the concluſion, nor its ſaying any thing 1 | 
of reprobation, nor in ſupport of abſolute predeſ- 
tination to life, there ſeems to be a plain diſ- 
tinction, which has been well remarked F in the 

article itſelf of two kinds of predeſtination, one 
is recommended to us, but me other is con- 
demned: predeſtination rightly, and piouſiy con- 
fidered, that is, not jrreſpe&ively, not abſolutely, 
but as it relates to faith in Chriſt, faith work- 
ing by love, and diſpoſing the objeCts of it as 
the article ſays, to © walk religiouſly and in good 
works,” and, at length, by God's mercy, they 

_ attain to everlaſting felicity.” This is à moſt 
comfortable Doctrine. 


De. Watetland's Supplement to the Caſe of Arian 
- Subſcription. 


+ Vide Plaifere's Analyſis of the 17th Article, p. 198. 
og But 
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Hut if the ſentence of God's predeſtination, be 
ſimply or abſolutely conſidered “ as having no 
c reſpeCt to foreſeen faith and a good life; not 


e depending upon it, but antecedent in order 
« to it: curious and carnal. perſons lacking 
the ſpirit of Chriſt, are apt to conſider. this 
« circumſtanee as the ſentence of God's pre- 


——9 deſtination which is a moſt dangerous down- 


« fall, whereby the devil. doth thruſt them 
either into deſperation, or into wretchedneſs 
of moſt unclean: living, no bs perilous. than 
* deſperation.” 


The Article then fairly ſpeaks of two ſub- 
je cds, —firſt of the godiy conſideration of predeſti- 
nation, ſoberly underſtood with reſpect to faith 
in Ghrift; ſecondly of predeſtination ſimply con- 
| ſidered, which is a moſt dangergys doftrine, 


Biſhop Burnet in his Hiſtory of the Reforma- 
| tion, obſerves, © That the doQtine of predeſti- 


* nation having been generally taught by the 
« Reformers 


— 


« 
«c 
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Reformers, many of this ſect (the Goſpellers)* 


began to make ſtrange inferences from it, 
reckoning that ſince every thing was decreed, 
and the decrees of God could not be fruſ- 
trated, therefore men were to leave them- 
ſelves to be carried by theſe decrees :—this 
drew ſome into great impiety of life, and 
others into deſperation. The Germans ſoon 
ſaw the ill effects of this doctrine. Luther 


changed his mind about it, and Melancthon 


openly writ againſt it; and ſince that time, 
the whole ſtream of the Lutheran Church has 


ran the other way. But both Calvin and 


Bucer were ſtill for maintaining the doctrine 
of theſe decrees: only they warned the people 
not to think much of them, ſince they were 
ſecrets which men could not penetrate into. 
But they did not ſo clearly ſhew how theſe 
conſequences did not flow from ſuch opinions. 


Hooper, and many other good writers, did 
« often dehort the people on entering into 


© theſe 


* 


* Followers of Wickliſſe, a name given them ãn rea 


by the Papiſts. 
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«- thaſe curioſities, and a caveat to the ſame pur- 
< poſe was put aſterwards into the * | 
. a er ee 
- known. that; les . 
was the great ſupetintendant of our Articles; 
Homilies and Liturgy, added by the learning 
and abilities of Ridley. The Article under ex- 
amination was ſuggeſted, it ſeems, to them by 
MelanQhon, and as a guard againſt the ſhocking 
conſequences, deducible from the rigid opinion of 
the Goſpellers, it was found neceſſury to take 
notice of this Doctrine in the confeſſion drawn 
up for the uſe of the Church of England; and 
the moderation with which it is ſo done, is truly 
admirable ; they define the Doctrine in the words 
of Keripture without any comment of their own. 
Both before and during the time of drawing up 
the Articles and Eccleſiaſtical laws, Latimer 
and Hooper, in their diſcourſes, cautioned the 
people againſt the fatal effects of the rigid doc- 

trine of predeſtination : and when Bradford, who 
was much inclined to it, drew-up in Queen 
Mary's time a ſtatement of thoſe tenets, and ap- 

| | plied 


, 


[#] 1 

plied to Cranmer; Ridley, and Latimer,:o give 
their ſanction to them, theſe three Biſhops re- 
fiſed; judging, no doubt, that he had gone too 
far, and exceeded the wholeſome interpretation 

of ſcripture language. Upon the whole it can - 

not be ĩimagined that this Article was drawn up, 

to accord with the principles of Calvin: this 

will appear more certain, when we conſider, 

'F that during the Reign of Charles the Firſt, the 
Calviniſtical opinions took deep root, and were 
adopted by many of the leaders of the civil 
factions of the time; who were ſo diſſatisfied 
with the ſimplicity with which our firſt Reform- 
ers ſpoke, and that our Articles did not come 
up to their doctrines, that they were frequently 
calling for additions to them, unqueſtionably for 
the purpoſe of ſpeaking more fortibly the doc- 
trines of Calvin, whoſe great uſe in lowering 
the power of the Church of Rome, and for- 
warding the cauſe of the Reformation, induced 
our Reformers for the peace of the Church, to 
exerciſe their uſual moderation and frame the 
ſeventeenth Article. A very inſtruftive writer 

a on 


8 


[ #2 7 
on the ſubject, to whoſe pamphlet“ I am con- 
ſiderably obliged for much uſeful information 


on the Article before us, and to which I 


recommend the. reader for an ample; know- 


ledge of its hiſtory and true meaning; ſpeak- 
ing of the moderation which the Reformers 


uſed in compoſing this Article, ſays; © with 


great addreſs they diſtinguiſhed out two dif- 


erent fenſes of the doctrine; ſhow-us the way 


how we-are to judge ourſelves, included under 


the one, and point out the fatal conſequences 


of the other, and at laſt refer us to God's pro- 


miſes, as generally ſet forth in the Holy Scrip- 
ture, and direct us to the proper rule of our 
lives and converſation. 


Various other authorities and arguments might 
be adduced to prove that neither the Articles, 
Homilies, nor Liturgy of our Church, were in- 


tended to give the finalleſt countenance to the 


doctrine of predeſtination, as underſtood by 
Calvin, ; 


LI Vid. a Diſſertation on the ſeventeenth Article of the 
Church of England, &e. Printed in Oxford, 1773. 
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Calvin, or as is now explained by thoſe who 
profeſs to believe as he did. It is not the phra. 
ſeology of a law which is conſidered as binding | 
on men's conſciences and manners; but only 
the general acceptation and uſual conſtruction 
which are affixed to it: in like manner, where 
there is any thing of ambiguity or diſputable 
expreſſion in the wording of any of the offices of 
our eſtabliſhment, whether arifing from the pe- 
culiarity of ſtyle of paſt centuries, or from any 
other cauſe, the common interpretation which is 
given to ſuch language or expreſſion by the ex- 
iſting magiſtrates and diſcipline of the Church, 
ought not to be diſputed by ſubordinate indi- 
viduals ; her miniſters are ſacredly bound by 
truth and honour to yield obedience to their re- 
ſpeQive Dioceſans in all things that are © law- 
ful and honeſt.”* But what ſays a popular 
Divine 
| * The Oath of Canonical Obedience, .I do ſwear that 
« I will give and yield true and canonical obedience to the 
« Biſhop of and his ſucceſſors, in all things 
„ lawful and honeſt, So help me God.” 


Aſter the adminiſtration of the above oath, the candidate 
for orders ſigns his name to it. 


( 44 ] 

Divine of the preſent day to this? Why, in 
a Journal, which he has lately publiſhed,“ there 
is an alluſion made to the Canons of the Church; 
this Goſpel Preacher having obſerved that they 
were never ſanctioned by law, is pleaſed to in- 
troduce theſe very remarkable words, © [I bleſs 
God I have tranſgreſſed them a thouſand times, 
They were the mere bully of the high priefts of 
| the day.” F Mark now, I pray you, what a 
wonderful difference there is in the conduct of 
ſome ſender conſciences. A vaſt outcry is made 
about the true meaning of one Article cut of 
thirty- nine. To theſe the Clergy do not fear, 
as is commonly ſupgoled, but willin hs ſubſcribe 

to 


4 Journal of a Tour through the North of England, &c. 
by Rowland Hill, A. M. late of St. John's College, Cam- 
bridge, and Miniſter of Surrey -Chafel.” 


+ Query. Although the Canon Law has not been made 
obligatory by Act of Parliament, yet having taken the oath 
3 8 Canonical Obedience, ought any Clergyman to take ad- 
vantage of ſuch a circumſtance, and hold in defiance the 
Eccleſiaſtical Canons? Do theſe form 20 art of the oath 
of Canonical Obedience > If they do, and truly that is the 
caſe, ought any good man to make the violation of them the 

| ſubject of erultation before his God? | 


4s ] 

to the known truths which they contain: not 
that the exception of an oath ſhould by any 
means leſſen the weight of duty, which equally 
attaches to the aſſent of an honeſt man, But 


I could not well omit this circumſtance, for” 


the purpoſe of ſhewing in a very glaring 
light, the marvellous accommodation of the 
ſame conſciences, which either by wilful man- 
ners, or poſitive words, can make a ſport of 
obedience, get rid of the duties of a plain oath 
in this jocular kind of way, and yet appear ſo 
unaccountably xoiſy and tenacious, concerning 
the preciſe meaning of words, which, in the 
opinion of many people, are of equivocal in- 
terpretation, and to which only a teſtimony 
of full approbation* has been required, in com- 

5 mon 


The following is the exaA form of words relative to the 
Articles to which the candidate for Orders ſubſcribes : 

That I approve and allow the Book of Articles of Reli- 
gion, agreed upon by the Archbiſhops and Biſhops of bot! 
provinces, and the whole Clergy, in the Convocation holden 
in London, in the year of our Lord God, 1562, and that I 
do acknowledge all and every the Articles therein contain- 
ed, being in number nine and thirty, beſides the Ratiſica- 


tion, to be agreeable to the Word of God. 1 do willingly 
and ex animo ſubſcribe, &c.“ 
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mon with the other thirty eight; againit ſuch 
accuſers, might we not, with much fairneſs, ex. 
claim in the language of our Saviour“ Ye Bind 
guides, which ſtrain at a gnat, and fwallow a ca. 
mel.” Iwill not preſume to call in queſtion 
the integrity of thoſe in Holy Orders, who now 
differ from the Majority of their Brethren. about 
the true meaning of this Article, but it may 
rather be ſuſpefed, that if that ſubject had been 
fixed upon, as a part of Theological exami- 
nation, for their admiſſion into the Miniſtry, 
they would have had ſufficient addreſs to ex- 
plain it in as conſcientious a way to the Biſhop, 
and his examiner, as they at preſent have in 
making it a criminal accuſation againſt thoſe 
Clergymen, who have not diſſembled from the 
ſuppoſed import of what they fr/ ſigned, and 
who, with every candidate who in other re- 
ſpects is duly qualified for the Miniſtry, ſub- 
ſeribing his belief to the Articles, according to 
| the uſual interpretation of them, may virtually 

and truly be ſaid to have done ſo as honeſt men. 


A very 


[ 47 3 | 
A very learned Prelate of the Church“ 
alluding to the ſubject of predeſtination, makes 
the following obſervation, © In my humble judg- 
„ ment, they have done great ſervice to Chriſ- 
« tianity, who have endeavoured to ſhew that 
« it is not founded in ſcripture. For nothing 
has contributed more to the propagation of 
«« deiſm, than the making doctrines, abhorrent 
« from reaſon, parts of the Chriſtian ſyſtem. 
„There may be doctrines above reaſon, but 
“ nothing which is evidently contrary to reaſon 
« can ever be juſtly conſidered as a part of the 
« Chriſtian diſpenſation.” -, In another place the 
Biſhop thus obſerves, © when men are defirous of 
« forming ſyſtems, they are apt to collect together 
« a number of texts, which, being taken as 
* abſtract propoſitions, ſeem to eſtabliſh the 
point; but which when interpreted by the con- 
text, appear to have no relation to it. There 
< 15no greater ſource of error than this practice; 
it has prevailed in the Chriſtian Church from 
the carlieſt ages, and it ſtill prevails. We 


« owe 


+ Dr. Watſon, Biſhop of Landaf. 
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«owe to it the corruptions of Popery, and that 
< infinity of herefies which have ſo much de- 


« baſed the ſimplicity of goſpel truth, and 
.« driven ſo many men of ſenſe from embracing 


« Chriſtianity.” . 


10 K I am far, adds the Biſhop, © from con- 


ſidering unbelievers as devoid of ability, or of 
< integrity. I think that they have not given 


the ſubject an unprejudiced and ſerious exa- 


< mination; and that the principal matters to 


which they object are the doctrines of men, 


rather than the commands of God. Every | 
one who will. well weigh the ſubject, muſt 


4 perceive the unfairneſs with which men uſu- 


ally proceed, in forming ſyſtems in Theology. 
By ſtringing together detached ſentences, an 
2 Auſonius may compel the chaſte Virgil to 
* furniſh materials for an indecent poem; and 
from the Bible itſelf a ſyſtem of impiety 


might by ſuch means, be extracted.“ 


Mr. Locke likewiſe confirms the juſtice of 
theſe remarks, in a very able preface to his 


Paraphraſe 


COT 
Paraphraſe and Notes on the Epiſtles of St: Paul. 
There is great truth in the obſervation; © that 
« jt happens to men of learning, as to ears of 
* corn; they ſhoot up, and raiſe their heads high, 
« while they are empty; but when full and ſwell- 
4 ed with grain, they begin to flag and droop.” 
An inſtance of that modeſty and diffidence which 
uſually diſlinguiſh the learned and the good; 
from the unlearned and confident, is to be 
ſeen and admired in the frank dcknowledg- 
ment of this able writer on the preſent ſubject: 
« Though, (ſays Mr. Locke) I had been con- 
4 yerfant in the Epiſtles of St. Paul, as well 
« as in other parts of ſacred ſcripture, yet I 
found that J underſtood them not, I mean the 
« doctrinal and diſcurſive parts of them.” He 
then goes on to enumerate the various cauſes 
of that obſcuriry—* The natute of epiſtolary 
« writings, in general, he remarks, diſpoſes the 
« writer to paſs by the mentioning of many 
6 things, as well known to him, to whom his 


letter is addreſſed; which are neceſſary to be 


laid open to a ſtranger, to make him com- 
prehend what is ſaid.” Add to this, that in 


— 
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many places it is manifeſt he anſwers tetters 
« ſent and queſtions propoſed to him, which if 
« we had would much better clear thoſe paſſa- 
. ges that relate to them, than all the learned 
4 notes of critics and commentators who in af- 
« ter times fill us with their conjectures. Our 
« want of a correct knowled ge of the idiom 
« or turn of the phraſes, is another difficulty. 
« St. Paul was likewiſe a man of quick thought 19 
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« and warm temper, mightily well verſed in 
« the writings of the Old Teſtament, and full 
« of the doctrines. of the New, All this put 
together, ſuggeſted matter to him in abun- 
« dance, on thoſe ſubjects which came in his 
« way: ſo that one may conſider him, when 
« he was writing, as beſet with a crowd of 
e thoughts, all ſtriving for utterance. To this 
plenty and vehemence of his may be im- 


© Pputed thoſe very large parentheſes which a 
careful reader may well obſerve in his Epiſ- 
« tles. Upon this account alſo it is, that he 
offen breaks off in the middle of an argu- 
ment, to let in ſome new thoughts ſuggeſted 
by his own words; which having purſued and 
« explained, 


( 81 ] 
explained, as far as conduced to his preſent 
<« purpoſe, he re- aſſumes again the thread of his 
« diſcourſe, and goes on with it, without taking 
& any notice, that he returns again to what he 


had been before ſaying, though ſometimes it 


« be ſo far off, that it may well have ſlipt out 
of his mind, and requires a very attentive 


« reader to obſerve, and ſo bring the disjointed 


e members together as to make up the connec- 
tion, and ſee how the ſcattered parts of the 


« diſcourſe hang together in a coherent well 
« agreeing ſenſe, that makes it all of a piece.“ 


But beſides this diſturbance in peruſing St. 
Paul's Epiſtles, Mr. Locke ſays The frequent 
changing of the perſonage he ſpeaks in, ren- 
ders the ſenſe very uncertain, and is apt to 
e miſlead one that has not ſome clue to guide 


« him; ſometimes by the pronoun I, he means 
“ himſelf, ſometimes any Chriſtian, ſometimes 


« a Jew, and ſometimes any man. If ſpeaking 
« of himſelf, in the firſt perſon ſingular, has ſo 
various meanings, his uſe of the firſt perſon 
plural is with a far greater latitude, ſometimes 
« defigning himſelf alone, ſometimes thoſe with 

25 « himſelf 


2 


E 


« bimſelf comprehending the other Apoſtles, or 
« Preachers of the goſpel, or chriſtians : ſome- 
« times he in that way ſpeaks of the converted 
« Jews, other times of the converted Gentiles. 
In the current of his diſcourſe, he ſometimes 
“ drops in the objections of others, and his an- 
ce ſwers to them, without any change in the 
E hows of his Janguage, that might give 
6 There are allo intrinſic Aiffcultics ariſing 
« from the text itſelf, ſuch as the uncertain- 
ty, ſometimes, of the perſons to whom he 
« ſpeaks, or of the opinions or practices which 
„he has in view. To theſe may be added 
** the many other difficulties, and among thoſe 
«the diviſion of his Epiſtles into chapters 
and verſes, hereby they are ſo chopped 
and minced, and as they are now printed, 
* ſtand, ſo broken and divided, that not only 
the common people take the verſes uſually 
for diſtin aphoriſms, but even men of | 
* more advanced. knowledge in reading them, 
«Joſe very much of the ſtrength and force 


„eh the: ecke, ns the” nt that des 
E pends 


» 
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« pends on it.” Thus far I have judged 
it proper to repreſent the arguments of this 


truly eminent Author, with a view of apply-_ 


ing the ſalutary inſtructions they would impart 
to thoſe, who. aſſume to themſelves, in a very 
unbecoming tone of poſitiveneſs, the excluſive 
right of judgment, on an article chiefly ſelected 
from the writings of St. Paul; difficult in them- 
ſelves to be ſometimes underſtood, but which 
require double caution and attention to be ſafely 


explained, when ſuch detached parts of them, as | 


our Reformers thought fit are culled out, with a 
view of aſſerting, as far as ſcripture words could 
warrant, the Divine preſcience, and in con- 
ſequence of that preſcience, of maintaining his 
equitable appointments, and © vindicating the 
ways of God to man.” | 


Firmly as I am attached to the general dif- 


fuſion of religious truth, and wiſhing that every 
man would © Search tlie Scriptures,” and be able 
to give an anſwer of the hope that is in him, 
with © meekneſs and fear; yet in common with 


others of the ſame opinion, I dare aſſert, that 


thoſe 


+. 
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thoſe inveſtigations injudiciouſly managed, as 
at preſent they greatly ſeem to be, muſt ulti- 
mately prove of eſſential diſſervice to the 
cauſe they pretend to ſerve. Theſe evils are 
in a very conſiderable degree promoted by 

various periodical publications of quaiut, but 

: cheap and tempting, deſcription, which have a 
manifeſt tendency to provoke diſcuſſion and 
unſettle the mind from the accuſtomed 
habits of religious reflection, and hence do in- 
jury to the general order and intereſt of reli- 
gion. Regardleſs of St. Peter's inſtruction, who 
aſſures us that no prophecy of the ſcriptures is 
of any private interpretation; numberleſs are 
they who think themſelves qualified to give 
their own explanation of the Holy Scriptures, 
and undertake the arduous taſk of able com- 
mentators.* Too much of human learnin g. 
uncon- 

A Diſſenting Miniſter of very eminent — ag a 
preface to his Tranſlation of the New Teſtament, obſerves, 
0 thatit that book alone was carefully and candidly peruſed, 
with a mind open to the reception of truth, by rational and 
intelligent Chriſtians, it would conduce to a more clear and 


comprehenſive knowledge of Chriftianity, thanthoſe votumi- 


nous 


r 


* 


* 


1 


uncontrouled by divine wiſdom, and a total igno- 
rance of the former with vaſt pretenſions to the 


latter, 


nous erities, paraphraſts, illuſtrators, and interpreters of the 
Sacred Scriptures, who have, in general done more harm 
than good; as the majority of them have ſirenuouſi labour- 
ed to make Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles, Papiſts, or Lu- 
therans, 2 Calviniſts, and have been more ſtudious to wreſt 
the Scriptures to their preconceived notions, than to adjuſt 
their religious ſentiments by the plain dictates of reaſon, 
aud the infallible rule and ſtandard of the divine oracles. 
Withia theſe few years, ſays he, what dire inundations have 
we ſeen ruſhing from the preſs and deluging the public, of 
commentators upon the Scriptures, Explanations of the 
Holy Bible, the Royal Bible with Notes, the Grand Com- 
plete Bible, the Grand Imperial Bible] Some the jobs of 
mercenary bookſellers, others the ſickly dreams of illiterate 
enthuſiaſts and entranced viſionaries, and the generality of 
them the finifter production of dark and melancholy di- 
vines, the bigotted abettors of TONY mylleries and 
unſcriptural abſurdities! 


If the above author had lived in the preſent day, he could 
have inſerted in his Bible liſt, ſeveral more, and one of them 
by the very taking name of the ** Se/f-interfreting Bible,” and 
in imitation probably of books under the name of Every 


Man his own Lawyer,“ and“ Every Man his own Phy- 


ſician.“ We may ſoon hear (if no ſuch ſcheme is already 
played off), a publication with this title:“ Every Man his 
own Dirine;“ with a view of ſuperſeding the neceſſity of 
perſons duly fet apart to exerciſe that office. | 
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latter, in whatever perſons they are found, 
are the thriving ſoils for the produce of in- 
fidelity. If thoſe, who make a point of read- 
ing the publications I have alluded to, would 
have the candour to read a little on the con- 
trary fide, there might he ſome fair chance 


of convincing them of error. truth is, 
(whatever may be the deſign), that 
very few exceptions, and I hope this Pamph 
will make one of them, ſuch writings as do not 
adminiſter fuel to their opinions, are rejected 
with diſdain as unworthy of notice. Hence it 
happens alſo, that the Clergy and the Doctrines 
| they deliver are both calumniated; they are ſaid 
not to preach the Goſ pel, becauſe they are 
couſcious of the difficulty, the unprofitableneſs 
and the danger of making abſtruſe parts of 
Theology, the very eaſy themes of public diſ- 
courſes. By an humble ſilence on ſuch ſub- 
jects they unqueſtionably deport themſelves 
with greater ſafety and a more obedient ſpirit 
to the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, than in ſhewing 
an oppoſite conduct of peremptory deciſion? - 
where it appeared any wy doubtful on which 

ſide - 


x: 37 ]. * 
ſide the truth was, I haye no doubt but. their 
moderation would induce them to ſay with St. 
| Auſtin, when be makes mention of the dif- 
ferent ways in which he conjectures that original 
ſin may have been. propagated from parents to 


„ 


children. Quid autem horum dit verum li- 


bentius diſcg,. quam, dico, ne audeam docere 

quod neſcio” 3 will moreover Venture to af. 

1 firm that they would not think themſelves 
warranted. by dhe word of God, or. by the 

| ſeventeenth, Article, to. ſay. what one of the on lily 

old Independents, of. the laſt century- expreſsly | 

'' | ſaid. © Let any true faint of God be taken 
away in the very act of any known ſin, be- 

* fore it is; poſſible for him to, repent, I make 
no doubt or ſcruple of it, but he ſhall as ſurely 

* © be ſaved as if had lived to have repented 
of it; and he inſtances the caſe of David, 

if he had been taken away before he had re- 
pented of. his adultery and murder. | | 
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| That a modern teacher of this doQrine is not 5 
behind hand with the old Independent juſt 
mentioned, we have the following proof from 5 is 


L 58 1 


the v writings of Mr. R. Hin. David (fays he) 
ſtood as completely juſtified in the everlaſting 
cc righteouſneſs of Chriſt, at the time when he 
64 cauſed Uriah to be murdered, and was com- 
„ mitting adultery with his wife, as he was in 
« any part of his life. © For all the ſins of the 
« eleft, be they more or be they leſs, be they 
« paſt, preſent, or to come; were for ever done 
„away. So that every one of theſe elect ſtands: 
0 ſpotleſs i in the ſight of God.“ Such goſpel 
as this, the Clergy, 1 am ſure, wilt give me 
leave to ſay, they plead polity to the * 
_— do not „arge N . 


"ey g thus fa ſtated negatively what' the 
Clergy do not uſually preach, jt ſhall be now 
my endeavour to point out the eg. * 
poſitively a and ne do Wench.” | 
| The Clergy in the pulpit and elſewhere, 
believe and maintain that “ 4 Scripture #5 
For the truth of both theſe quotations, vide. A Guide to 


the Church, by the Rev. Charles Daubeny, LL. B.” whence 
they are literally taken, 


. 


given by inſpiration of God, and endeavour ac- 
cording to the abiliy that he giveth,” ſo to frame 5 
their diſcourſes after the deſign of the Holy 
Scriptures, that they may be © profitable for 


doctrine, for reproof, for currectiou, for infiruttion 
in righteouſueſs.” They preach that Chriſt Jeſus, 


when he ſuffered death upon the croſs for the ſins - 
ol a rebellious world, did not limit the ſalutary 


intentions of his condeſcending love 10 4 few in- 
dividuals out of the great maſs of mankind, and 
leave the reſt unpitied and uuredeemeu, and con- 


ſign them over to the eternal vengeance of his - 


Father. No, their Doctrines and their Goſpel 
are far otherwiſe, In the language of our excel 
lent Communion, they bring glad tidings of 
good things,” that he made himſelf a full, penal, 
and ſufficient ſacrifice, oblation and ſatisfattion 

for the fins of the whole World, That Adam 
by his tranſgreſſion, as the federal repreſentative 

of us all, had ſo grievouſly offended God, that no 
ſubſequent conduct of ſorrow or obedience could 
expunge the firſt guilt, or reinſtate us to the fa- 
vor of the Almighty. In this wretched condition, 
man being obnoxious to the wrath of the Al- 

| | mighty, 


„ 

mighty, the everlaſting ſon of his love took com- 
paſſion on our helpleſs nature, and in a way 
which nothing but Revelation can explain, and . 
none but the pious can adore, he condeſcended 
at a fit time, to make in his own perſon an ad- 
equate atonement for an infinite offence. 
The whole poſterity: of Adam were hence put 
into a condition of loving and of ſerving God for 
the time to come. The Son of God having thus 
vouchſafed his compaſſion toward us in the 
beginning, has been pleaſed to cheriſ our own 
future endeavours by the aid of his Holy 
Spirit,” to the intent © That having theſe promiſes 
we ſhould cleanſe ourſelves from all 'filthineſs of 
the- fleſh» and the Spirit, perfectiug Holineſs in the 
fear ef the Lord, and as Scripture elſewhere 
exhorts; 47 work out. our Salvation with: fear: and 
"ONE and rive to enter in at tie trait 

Mar) Bobs (Rgoyorns, 183 a 
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* By 8 8 not be 3 bodily 
agitation) ; * that Phraſe ſtands _ oppoſed to murmurings and 
di 2 which are contrary to a ſincere zeal for God's 
ſervice, and is meant to impreſs the duties of all poſſible 
diligende, and ſolicitude, and care in the minds and manners 
of thoſe who aſpire after Heaven. 


6 Þ- 


Tale. 
to mankind, the Clergy of the eſtabliſhed Church 


preach, that our Saviour when on the croſs 


taſted © Death for every Man.” For as in Adam 
all die, even ſo in Chrift ſhall all be nade alive; 


and that hereafter the condemnation will be, 


e that liglit is come into the world and men loved 


evil.” 


Concerning the doctrine of regeneration or nw - 


birth, they would be underſtood in their illuſ- 
trations'of it, to mean a death or a departure from 
fin, and the infuſion of ſpiritual life into the ſoul, 
4 or a new birth unto righteouſneſs.” To this 
purpoſe St. Peter ſays That-God hath begotten 


Us again unto a. lively loße by the reſurrection of . 


Jeſus Chriſt from the dead; and St. Paul to Titus 
writes, that“ according to his mercy he ſaved us, 
by the waſhing. of. regeneration, and the renewing of 
the Holy Gigl.“ In other language, the A+ 
mighty, out of his free mercy to man, has been 
pleaſed t to call him, by the adminiſtration of 
his Holy. Word, and Sacraments, from heathen 

5 darkneſs 


In this gracious act and deſign of mercy 


darkneſs 1 than light, Wade their devs, Were 
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darkneſs into the marvellous light of the Goſ-_ 
pel. In token of this, he hath ordained; the 
Sacrament“ of Baptiſm, and thoſe who have 
been made partakers of it, ſtand pledged to be 
the reformed ſervants of the Lord. to ſerve 
him in newneſs of life, —“ 10 die from fin, and 
riſe again unto righteouſneſs.” This is the true 
explanation, I apprehend, of regeneration ; in 
this figurative ſenſe, or as it is well ſet forth in 
the 27th Article, but not in any groſs or literal 
way, do the Clergy ſpeak of the new birth. 


To the operations of the © Hey Ghef,” ſuch 
as were made manifeſt in the Apoſtles, for the 
peculiar and mighty errand on which they were 
ſent, we of the... preſent day are ſtrangers : 
it does not ſeem the Almighty's pleaſure 


note 


+ The word Sacramiut otiginally implied the oath which 

| ſoldiers took to be true to their cauatry and general, hence 
it is adopted by our Chriſtian writers, to fignify Bafcy/m and 

the Eachar(f;, as being two ſolemn oaths or engagements 
made to Chriſt, the captain of our ſalvation, and to diſtin- 
guiſh the faith of Chriſtians from alt othet religions. 


* 


63 J 
RY to addreſs our ſenſes by ſuch mirdeles as 
attended the r ee of the YOu 
dun Wels Wirk les Mk one ee allies 
in confirmation of the divinity of our Saviour, 


and to qualify the firſt Chriſtians ta make dif. 


ciples in all nations, and to bring all ihings to 
their remembrance which Jeſus Chrift had nid unto 


them ;'on the truth of theſe mo? aſtoniſhing and 


glorious teſtimonies, the faith of the humble 
. OO built, WE) ISOs 

The Preachers of our Church, 2 the 
great deſign of that extraordinary interpoſition 


of the Almighty to have been completed many 


kundred years ago, do not imagine, that the Al- 
mighty will condeſcend vow to multiply his 
wonders in vain ; they therefore aſſert, with 
much truth, that ſuch operations have not been 
ſeen fince the days of the Apoſtles. It is the duty 
of thoſe who are hardy enough to maintain a 
different creed, to ſhew, in any one inflance, where 


it has pleaſed God, by the inſpiration of his 


Holy — without previous habits of educa- 


tion, 


Le ; 
tion, and ſugdeuly to impart to any perſon the gift 
of ſpeaking in ſoreig. language © the wonderfyl 
works of God.” To ſuch perſons as would per- 
ſiſt in. this, abſurd. credulity, I would go on to 
aſk; Have any particular ſigns or worgers. been 
_ wrought: by thoſe; who) pretend; to the miracu- 
lous gifts of the, Spirit?- Haye the ſick, the 
diſeaſed, and the lame been. brought to them 

- and. received a cure by the mere efficacy of the 
chadow, or virtue of their perſons, or their 
mandate under divine inſpiration? I think 
none. Hence then it is, that the Clergy deny 
that the influence of the Holy Ghoſt now ap- 
pears to that extent, and in that viſible man- 
ner, as it did in the days of the: Apoſtles z but 
in making this aſſertion with a view of mode- 
rating and checking the wild-.enthuſiaſm. of 
thoſe, who in the . preſent. generation, would. 
aſſume to thempelves ſome of thoſe workings 
which are applicable only to the immediate 
Prophets and Apoſtles of our Lord, ought 
ſuch Miniſters to become therefore obnoxious 
to the charge of denying altogether the inſpira- 
tion of God's Holy Spirit, or of giving the lie 


to 


[L 65 1 
to what they declared at the time of their 
ordination? By no means. 


It has been ſuppoſed by many, that 
the Candidate for Orders fwears that he 
is moved by the Holy Ghoſt to take upon 
him the office of the Miniſtry ; but this is a miſ- 
take. The Biſhop addreſſes the Candidate 
preciſely in the following words: © Do you 
ce truſt that you are inwardly moved by the 
« Holy Ghoſt to take upon you this office and 
« miniſtration, to ſerve God, for the promot- 
« ing of his glory, and the edifying his peo- 
« ple?” The anſwer is: I zruf ſo. Again the 
| Biſhop aſks © Do you believe that ye be truly 
called according to the will of our Lord 
&« Jeſus Chriſt, and the due order of this realm, 
„ to the Miniſtry of the Church?” The 
anſwer is: I think ſo.” To both theſe queſ- 
tions the Candidate may truly give the anſwers, 
it he can commune with his own heart, after | 
this manner: — I am religiouſly minded in this 
undertaking, and have an ardent deſire to be 
uſeful in my vocation and miniſtry. I am 

| K | _ conſcious | 


{66 ;] 
conſcious that no man of himſelf is ſufficient 
for theſe things, yet by thoſe attainments which 


I have already made in divine and human 
learning, and which I am deſirous ſtill to im- 
prove, I beg of thee, O God, from whom “ all 
« Holy defires, all good counſels, and all juſt works 
« do proceed,” to accept my. honeſt defires, and 


grant unto me the healthful ſpirit of thy grace, 

that I may © hold the faith in unity of Spirit, A |} 
in the bond of peace, and in righteouſneſs of 

life.” With theſe, or ſimilar, meditations, 

the Candidate may ſafely approach the altar, 

and ſay, that he us he is inwardy moved by * 
the Holy Ghoſt to take upon him the ſacred 

office, © to ſerve God, for the promotion of his 

glory, and the edifying of his people.” In thoſe 

inſtances where ſuch ſerious reflections have not 

duly occupied the mind of the youthful Candi- , 
date for the Miniſtry, let us yet hope, that the 

ſolemn import of the engagement calls upon 

more experienced life with an effectual voice 

for his reſponſible duty. 


— — 


Many, indeed, are the interpretations con- 
4 E cerning 
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cerning what is, and what is ct, to be under- 
| ſtood on the myſterious ſubject of inſpitation. 
Two kinds of it, however, may certainly be 
acknowledged: that which was peculiar to the 
Prophet or Apoſtle was extraordinary, and evi- 
dently diſtinguiſhable from the operations of 
his mind, and proved ſo to be, by prophecy or 
; miracles. But ordinary, or directive inſpiration, 
— which is the ſilent aid of God's Holy Spirit, 
is ſtill given to © Every man to profit vit al, 
and is infuſed into the contemplations of the 
pious, by whom it is cheriſhed; but is © quench- 
ed” by the wicked, and hence they are ſaid 
« to grieve the Holy Spirit.” But bleſſed be 
God! however occult—however remote from 
our reaſoning faculties the portion or agency of 
God's Holy Spirit may be, the demon/trations of 
it are leſs ſo: the Almighty hath not left him- 
ſelf without a witneſs ; there is a guide, there 7s 
a ſtandard, by which, both preacher and hearer 
may judge of their relative pretenſions to © he 
wiſdom that is from above.” 
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In the time, when St. John wrote his General 
Epiſtles, he complains that falſe prophets had 
tien gone out into the world, and therefore to 
confirm the conſtancy and truth. of Chriſtian 
profeſſors, and to prevent the Church from 
being torn aſunder by the arts and ſeductions 
of certain heretics, who pretended to extraor- 
dinary knowledge and illumination, he gives 
them this timely caution in the following words: 


* Believe not every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits, 


whether they be of God.” And the Apoſtle St. 


Faul, writing to the Galatians, has aſſured us— 
that © The fruit of the ſpirit is love, joy, peace, 


long ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meek- 
neſs, temperance. Theſe are the certain teſts 
that the Spirit of God dwelleth in our hearts ; 
and hereby ſhall A men know that ye are my 
diſciples if ye love oue anot 

This is a doQtrine, in defence and ſupport of 
which, againſt gainſayers and perverters of the 
holy text, the Clergy of the Eſtabliſhment both 
reaſon and teach. 


$01 : 

Let us now inquire about the doctrine of the 
juſtification of man before his Maker. What 
do the Clergy ſay of that? have they the te- 
merity to ſay, as ſome are ready to aſſert they 
do, that good works, or heathen morality are 
ſufficient to make them righteous in the ſight | 
of God, without the interceſſions of Chriſt our 
mediator? No, in this alſo they are moſt 
uncharitably - miſrepreſented. There is not a 
man among them, I may venture to affirm, who 
would ſo unſcripturaliy and ſo impiouſiy expreſs 
himſelf, hut would deſire to be explicitly un- 
derſtood on this matter in the language of the 
eleventh Article of the Church, which ſays, 
< we are accounted righteous before God, only 
for the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt by faith, and not for our awn works or 
deſervings;” and again in the words of the 
thirteenth Article, that, © works done before 
the grace of Chriſt, and the inſpiration of his 
Spirit, are not pleaſant to God, foraſmuch as they 
foring wot of faith is Jeſus Chrif.? Ves, per- 
ſuaded I am, that they rigidly maintain theſe 
bleed truths; and the better to guard 


againſt 
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- againſt the arrogance of the Phariſee on one 
hand, and the licentiouſneſs of the Antinomian 
on the other, their diſcoutfes are uſually tem-. 
pered in ſuch a way, as to fruſtratè the perni- 
cious conſequences of both thoſe opinions. 


I the oſtentatious Phariſee were ſeparately 
addreſſed, they would attribute the Neneri- 
forious cauſe of a ſinner's juſtification before God, 
not to works of righteouſneſs, which the beſt 
among us can perform, but only through faith 
in the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt; they would moreover aſſert that mo- 
rality and good works not deriving their motives 
from Chriſtian principles, but worldly conſide- 
rations, are not acceptable to God; and for this 
— reaſon, * foraſmucſi as they 
ſpring not of faith in Jeſus Chrif,” and by con- 
ſequence muſt be irreligious not contrary to re- 
ligion but without it. Still however, in oppoſing 
the preaching of the croſs to the haughty ſelf- 
ſufficient moraliſt, or to the boaſted ceremonies 
of the Jew, they would ſay to each of theſe, by | 

«* grace ye are ſaved through 12255 and that not of 


your- 
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yourſelves: it is the gift of God.” With the pre- 
| fumptuous Antinomian, who would diſregard 
the duties of the moral law, becauſe he was 
under the diſpenſations of the Goſpel, it would 
be their duty in the words of St. James, thus 
to expoſtulate : © What doth it profit, my brethren, 
* though a man ſay he hath faith, and have not 
« works? can faith ſave him? If a Brother or 
“ Sifter be naked, and deſtitute of daily ſood, and 
one of you ſay unto them, Depart in peace, 
<« be ye warned and filled; notwithſtanding ye give 
them" not thoſe things which are needful to the 
* body ; what doth it profit * Even ſo faith, if it 
* hath not works, is dead being alone. For as 
* the body without" the foirit is dead, ſo faith 
« woitfout works is dead alſo.” The arguments 
of St. Paul and St. James taken as abſtract pro- 
poſitions on the doQtrine of juſtification, would 
appear to be at variance with each other, if we r 
did not bear in memory, that they adapted their 
mode of inſtruction and ſtyle of expreſſion ac- 
cording to the peculiar errors and circumſtances 
of thoſe, whom they ſeparately addreſſed. 


we 


| When 


—— —— . — — —-—-— : 
2 
* . . 
\ 


e ——_—_ * bis 922 
N CY 


L 72 3 
When the writings of theſe Holy Penmen afe 


fairly interpreted and practically obſerved, faith 


and works will be duly united and walk mu- 


tually together, the latter claiming no other 


merit from the former, than as the neceſſary 
branches of its parent fertile root. 

| Fu 8 

Exen our 5% faith and our be/ works, in the 
eyes of a pure and Holy God, ſtand daily in 
need of the interceſſions of his beloved Son, to 
recommend them to Divine favor. To the tem- 
bling penitent we will offer the cordial cup of 
faith, and tell him in nothing to deſpait᷑: but 
with the daring tranſgreſſor it behoves us indeed 


to point to that healing portion, but with a 


more cautious hand: we may exhort him to 


drink, but we muſt tell him not to preſume. 


It is an eaſier taſł to bring men to 74ink than 
to act; St. Paul himſelf was not aſhamed to ſay, 
* for what I <would, that I do not and again, 
&« for to will is preſent with. me, but how to perform 
that which i good I find not; hence likewiſe 
the moſt virtuous of mankind have had frequent 

occaſion 


SY 


E! 

occaſion to exclaim © video meliora proboque, 

deteriora ſequor;” it ſhould therefore be the + 
ſpecial concern of every teacher in Iſrael, of 

every wiſe maſter builder, ot to make faith and 
works detached parts of Chriſtian exhortation. 


The Miniſters of the eſtabliſhment, ſenſible 
of this, aim for the greater part to combine 
and preack up in their diſcourſes the relative 
duties of each: having chiefly laid the ſuper- 
ſtructure of faith, in the appointed prayers of 
the Church, they find it needful to raiſe the 
hearts of their Hearers to the ſame objects 
which St. Paul had in view, when he exhorted 
Titus in the followin g words, This is a faithful | 


ſaying, aud theſe things I will that thou affirm con- 


fantly, that they which have believed in God might 
be careful to maintain good works.” dom we 
preach, warning every man, aud teaching every 
man in all wiſdom, that we may preſent every 
man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus; and © fi there come any 
unto you, aud bring not this doctrine, receive him 


not into your houſe, neither bid him Ged fpeed,” | 


ks | leſt 


— 


 * 1 Col. 28. + d Epiſſle of John, v. 10. 
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| leſt © e * Brother id for whom Clri 155 
died. * e . 


In the diſpute about faith and works, Biſhop 
ö HForſley, 


1 Cor. 8, v. 11. 


« + The following is a ſpecimen of the doctrine propa- 


« gated by one of thoſe /e/f conſtituted itinerant preachers, 
whom, to the misfortune of this country, the abuſe of tole- 
« ration, that glory and diſgrace of Proteſtantiſm, as it was | 
« called, by a late learned Biſhop [Biſhop Lowth's Sermon 


« before the Society for promoting the Goſpel, 1771] 


is now pouring forth upon us; the channel from whence 
« I received it, leaving me no room to doubt of its autho- 
„ rity. The regular Clergy know nothing of Chriftianity ; their 
* <ohole fireaching is work—work—they do not know—you cannot 
% wotk,—you muſt wait your call—and for your comfort 
« I tell you, it is never too late. I on your /ich bed you can 
call out on the name of Jeſus, or groan Jeſus, or even whiſper 
« Teſus with your laſt breath, you are ſafe, 


« How far ſuch a mode of preaching (and I have reaſon 
to think it to be by no means an uncommon one) is cal- 
| * culated to promote the two great ends of religion, the 
«© honour of God, and the welfare of mankind, the reader 
% will judge. Grieved am I to think, that the lower order 
"+ of people in this country, who, generally ſpeaking, are 


+ well diſpoſed to religion, ſhould be liable to be thus . 


*. deluded.” Dauben Guide to the Church. 


* 
1 
— 
VL 
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Horſley, with much truth, has remarked, © that 
% when the pious, the learned and the wiſe on 
e both ſides explain, the controverſy turns out 
* to be a mere conteſt about words. The mat- 
« ter in diſpute being nothing more than this, 
« in what words a propoſition, in which all 
« agree, may be beſt enounced;“ and I ſhould 
reaſonably preſume that it is more the mode of 
conveying truth, than the truth itſelf which you 
can poſſibly object to in the Sermons of our 
Clergy : either the choice of the ſubject, the argu- 
mentative part, or the orderly connection of it, 
may be accuſed of formality by ſome, and un- 
charitably accuſed of a want of devotion by 
others; but all this is mere aſſertion, which prin- 
cipally originates in ignorance, and is ſupported 
by obſtinacy. 


Myſterious and incomprehenſible to us-all 
as the doctrine of the Trinity is, yet faith, of 
which the heart is a recipient, is-capable of the 
impreſſion of ſo ineffable a myſtery ; ſtill when 
ſpeaking of the different offices or perſons in 
this Trinity, the Clergy do not preſume to make 

any 
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any diſtinctions of preference, or by frequent 
and \wvain repetitions of the name of Jeſus 
Chriſt, to intimate that @ greater homageò is due 
to the Son, than to his Almighty Father, or to 
the Holy Ghoſt. On the contrary, they preach 
that © The Godhead of the Father, of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt, is all one: the glory 
equal, the majeſty coeternal.” It might here 
be noticed, perhaps with much propriety -and 
truth, that the divinity of the third perſon is 
comparatively but too ſeldom introduced by the 
generality of preachers. 


The Clergy, it has been ſaid, do not 
preach with plaiuneſs of ſpeech. Our gra- 
cious Lord, in the moſt humble and perſua- 
ſive ſtrains of language vouchſafes to invite 
ſinners to come unto him for pardon and 


for 


* A gentleman, whoſe veracity will not be called in 
queſtion, has ſaid that, at St. Giles's Church, in Reading, he 
heard the officiating Clergyman (not the Vicar), uſe the 
following words: “ Chriſt made the world—Chriſt redeemed 
the world, and Chriſt will judge the world—as for God— 
he has done nothing himſelf,” 


CI 


far peace; yet, it is not ſeemly for miſerable 
beggars to preſume on this, and make their pro- 
feſſions of love and gratitude to the Almighty | 
BenefaQtor, in a ſort of familiarity, that evi- 
dently implies a due want of awe and venera- 


tion. Angels and Archangels caſt-down their 
crowns, and thrice addreſs him Holy. Very 


indecorous, nay, impious it is in mortals to ad- 


dreſs the Deity either by matter, language or 


metaphor, apparently bordering on /evity, and to 
appear before the Lord Jehovah of Heavenand 
Earth in devotional exerciſes, with a more heed- 
leſs collection of words, with leſs thought, and 
altogether with appearances leſs reſpectyful, than 
they would think due to an earthly prince. 
Various are the ſpecimens of what I now allude 


to, which might be brought forward to juſtify 


the neceſſity of this obſervation ; but none 

much ſtronger to the preſent purpoſe than one 

I lately faw in a ſmall pamphlet*, which thus 
introduces the paſſage :— 

« T0 

* Thoughts concerning the Methodiſts, and the Eſiab- 


liſhed Clergy, by George Croſt, D. D, late Fellow of Uni- 
; verſity 
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Jo procure preſentations for fanatical di- 
vines has been the avowed purpoſe of one 
4 noble Earl, and ſome gentlemen of opulence. 
«. They have now and then made overtures to 
« purchaſe, eſpecially in populous places. 


The town of Hull affords one unfortunate 


«. inſtance of their ſucceſs ; and all the churches 
« there, with the exception of one individual, 
ce are occupied by the pretended favourites of 
« heaven. The reader will excuſe my me- 
«. lancholy remembrance of the late reſpecta- 
ble Vicar of the Holy Trinity in that place, 
« who was haraſſed by the impudence, inſo- 
« lence, and coarſeneſs of a Lecturer, whoſe 
« conſtant practice it was to claim the exclu- 
* {ive privilege-of preaching Evangelical Doc- 
« trines, Of the Lecturer's pulpit orations, I 
« beg leave to ſubjoin the following ſpecimen : 
Did any of you ever aſt Feſus Chriſt to ſup with 


e you — not, aſk him 10 night ;—and if he 


cc ſhould 


verſity College, Vicar of Arncliffe, in Yorkſhire ; Lecturer 
of St. Martin's, in Birmingham; and Chaplain to the Ear? 
ef Ezlin, Printed in the year 1795. 


. 


N 
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« ſhould come after you are gone to bed, riſe up 
and let him in.” 


If the above quotation be admitted as a fair 
ſample of what may be underſtood, by p/ainneſs 
of ſpeech, the Miniſters of the Eſtabliſhment, 
it cannot be denied, uſually addreſs their hearers 
in language not quite as plain: Such home-ſpun 
groſs invitation from a creature to his Creator, 

they would tremble to pronounce. 
Thus far have we inquired what the Clergy 
do not preach, and again what they actually do 
preach.— They are not the diſciples of Con- 
fucius, Zoroaſter, Numa, or Mahomet; but, 
according as God hath given them ability and 
dealt to every man the meaſure of faith, they 
« gold faſt the form of ſound words, preaching up 
<« repentance toward God, and faith toward our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the ſanctiſication of the 
* ſpirit unto obedience, rightly dividing the word of 
« truth; avoiding fooliſh and unlearned queſtions, 
« knowing that they do gender firife. In meekneſs, 
a * thoſe that oppoſe themſelves ; if God 
« perad- 
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4 peradventure will give them repentance to the 
* acknowledging of the truth.” 


% 


Fromm doctrinal matters, I might proceed to 
e eee ebiaiian; which 
are ſometimes urged againſt the Clergy. The 
firſt of theſe applies to thoſe, who have not ſuf- 
ficient powers of voice to be properly heard, 
or having ſuch powers, do not exert them in 
the public performance of religious duties, in 
an audible, ſonorous, agreeable manner. Where- 


ever either the one or the other of theſe hap- 


pens to be the caſe, it is much to be lamented. 
That a ſervice ſo admirably calculated, as our 
Liturgy confeſſedly is, to animate the exertions 
of the Reader, and enrapture the devotions of 
the Hearer, ſhould pine away through the draw- 
ling accents of frigid monotony, negligence, or 
total incapacity of doing better, is a complaint 
which every well wiſher to the Church hears 


with the utmoſt concern. 


He who feels his heart elevated to. God, 


when the ſublime compoſitions of our Church 
| are 


tu 
ate ſuitably pronounced, feels that ſame kind of 
puniſhment when they are badly read; as the 
Muſician would experience, who delighting in 
the muſick of a Handel, heard it tortured into 
ſound 1 oy hddle of a 1 


Faith, ſays the Am « cometh by hearing, 
and in another place, Whether pipe or harp, eu- 
« cept they give a diftinftion in the ſounds, how ſhall 
* if be known what is piped or harped ? For if 
yy the trumpet give an uncertain ſound, who fhall 
pre pure for the battle.” Some few years ago; 
I remember to have ſeen in one of the public 
prints, a quere, propoſed to the Biſhops of Eng- 
land, which was worded nearly thus. Would 
« it not b of more real advantage to the in- 
<« ſtruction of mankind and the popularity of 
the Church, if our Biſhops were to require 
&« every candidate for orders, to read a chapter 
«-out of the Holy Scriptures, as a part of his 
examination; to reject ſuch an one as could 
not acquit himſelf, in this reſpeQ, in a judi- 

| » cious, 
1 5, 26 
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« cious, articulate and agreeable manner,* for 
« what; ſays this writer, is mere Latinand Greek, 
« without ſoimportant a qualification? It is like, 
* rejoins be, a man who is in poſſeſſion of a 
« parcel of old coins, but yet is without a ſingle 
.« ſfjxpence of current money.” It might have 
better promoted the intereſts of the Church, if 
ſome few of thoſe honorary medals ſet apart in 
our Univerſities, for thoſe who excelled. in claſ- 
cal learning, had been. devoted to thoſe, who 
being deſigned for the Miniſtry gave the beſt 
public proofs of ſacred oratory. By poſſibility 
this 


* A Prelate of the Church, ſpeaking og the neceſſary 
qualifications of ſtrength and felicity of Voice, in thoſe who 
offer for the Miniſtry, ſays, confidering how much depends 
on thele qualifications, in order to an zehrt and honorable 
diſcharge of the miniſterial office, it is much to be wiſhed 
that greater regard were bad to them, in making choice of 
perſons for the ſacred R N of the 
Biſhop of Lincoln, 1717). 


* 
7 When Demoſthenes » was aſked, what. was the firſ qua- 


liſication of 4 good orator ? his anſwer was, pronunciation, 
being further aſked, what was the ſecond, he replied, fro- 
- menciation, and being inquired of, what was the third re- 
quiſite, be again faid, ronunciation. 
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this hint may hereafter be regarded, therefore I 
have uſed the freedom of ſuggeſting it to the 


conſideration of thoſe who, having the means, 
may be diſpoſed to become thus eminently * 


uſeful to the Church, by ſome hequeſt of this 
nature, Sos | 


All men, it is true, have not the ſame talents 
by nature to excel as public ſpeakers, and fewer 
fill they are who cultivate them; it was the 
complaint both of Greece and Rome that 
their orators were fewer in number than 
thoſe who were eminent for other attainments. 
The obſervation holds good in the preſent 
day. The importance of popular addreſs and 
good ſpeaking in a Clergyman will be ſuffici- 
ently ſeen, on caſting am eve around the pews 
and aiſles of churches, circumſtanced in point 
of ' diſtance and pariſhioners nearly in the 
ſame way, but differing only in comparative 
fulneſs or emptineſs, as they ſtand related to 
the abilities of their reſpettive miniſters in 
correct and graceful reading, in a chaſte and 
earneſt mode of preaching. The Prelate whom 
D I laſt 


—_—— 


EF P. A TR TC OIRELIP ITT 77 


2 


( 84 
1 laſt referred to having noticed the advantages 
of a good delivery, —further ſays, © Thus it 
has been, and will be i in mixed and popular 
* aſſemblies, and the. proper inference from 
ene is not to fall into complaints, that 
empty ſounds ſhould in ſo many inſtances 
« gain greater praiſe and a more favourable 
reception than good ſenſe expreſſed in pro- 
8 per language; but let the inference be an en- 
deavour to recommend good ſenſe by the ad- 
« yantage of good elocution. For it is in vain 
« to contend againſt experience, and in experi- 
{ ence nothing is more. plain and certain, than 
the great importance of a diſtinft and grace- 
« ful elocution, both to the honour of tha 
* preacher and the edification of the hearer; 
e therefore an endeavour after it, is a; juſtice 
that is owing as well to the compaſitions of 
the Clergy, as to the, ſouls which are con- 
* milted to their care“. 
Of other accuſations, ſuch as pride and ava- 
rice, which, by various, defcriptions of people, 
are reſorted to againſt. the Clergy, with more 


freedom 
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freedom than truth—it may be proper to take 
tome little notice: but ſurely in thoſe inſtances 
where they are fairly directed, ſuch charges 
are imputable to the perſon, not to the office: 
do not therefore, I heſeech you, confound them 
together, but in theſe and other defects, make 
the important diſtinction between the 1inifer 
and the man!“ Truth and Reaſon demand of 
you this candour, which is moreover enjoined 
in one of the Articles of the Church. f 


Pride indeed was not made for man; and 
| it, expreſſly. behoves the ſervants of the Lord 
to be“ gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient.” 
He who was meek and Joly in heart has told us 
by the mouth of his prophet, that Thofe. 2640 
. walk in pride, He is able to abaſe! If under 
the charge of avarice, thoſe who hold pluralities 
of preferment, be, as they generally are, pointed 
at 


* Porro fi verum eſt quod conſtituimus, ſacramentum 
non ejus manu #ſtimandum eſſe a quo adminiſtratur, ſed 
velut ex ipſa Dei manu, à quo haud dubiè perſectum ek : 
inde colligere licet nihil illi afferri vel auferri ejus dignitate 
per cujus manum traditur——Catv. Inf. Lbᷣ. iv. ch. 15, 


+ vid, Article xxwi. 
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at, I cannot undertake to plead ſtrongly in 
defence of tat practice: but as it might ſavoùr 
of an unbecoming temper in one who has no 
Living, to write on the apparent unfairneſs of 
thoſe, who, with other preferments, are permit- 
ted to hold 47e, J ſhall, for that particular rea- 
ſon, avoid to make any animgdverſions of ny 


: 0201" on ſo delicate a ſubject. A diſtinguiſhed 
Prelate* of our Church, inveſtigated, ſome years 


ago, this inequality of preferment, with that 
perſpicuity, candour, and moderation which 
diſtinguiſh his other writings: but the weighty 


argument for ſome better regulation in this 


matter, is the melancholy conſideration that 
infidelity has made a perverted uſe of plu- 
ralities, to countenance her diſmal creed. An 


authorſ who is frequently read and quoted, has 
endeavoured to make this appear by an extract 


he has made from Dr. Prideaux's Reaſons 
| againſt 


Dr. Watſon, Biſhop of Llandaff, in a letter to the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 


* 


+ John Edwards, D. D. ſome time Fellow of St. John's 
College, Cambridge. 1 


againſt Pluralities of Benefices.” This laſt 
writer having ſtated in very Arong colouring of 


language, the various ways by which pluralitics 
are obtained, proceeds to ſay, © That the peo- 
« ple ſeeing ſo many of the Clergy graſping at 
« all the benefices they can get, out of a covet- 
'© ous and rapacious mind, only to enjoy the 
« profits, without diſcharging the duty. from 
hence are apt to think the worſe of the whole 
te order, as if they were a mean and baſe ſort 
« of people, who care not what they do to 
* advance their own by-intereſt. And if thoſe; 
« who enquire into the cauſes of the contempt 
“and diſeſteem, which Miniſters have gene- 
* rally here among us, more than in any other 
* Chriſtian | ſtate, would lay the main ſtreſs 
thereof on this point only, perhaps they 
* would not be much out.“ Again, ſays this 
writer, When they ſee Clergymen ſo fre- 
© quently ſacrificing to their gain, as all p/r- 
raliſis do, they argue from thence that the 
2 Miniſters themſelves do not believe the reli- 
gion which they teach, but that the whole 


« of 
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of it is only a trick to get money, and an 


artifice contrived and kept up only to ſup- 


port that order of men that is maintained by 


it. And the late Earl of Rocheſter acknow- 
ledged on his death bed, as we have it pub- 
licly atteſted, that this was one of the main 
eauſes that made. him an Atheiſt.” 


Biſhop Burnet ſays, That the ſcandalous 


practices of non reſidence and pluralities and 


many other abuſes were borrowed from the 
Church of Rome, althou oh hat Church has 
now freed herſelf from ſuch ſort of evils under 
which we labour, to our juſt and great re- 
proach.” He then goes on to ſay, that“ This 
is ſo ſhame ful a profanation of Holy things, 
that it ought to be treated with deteſtation 
and horror. How long, how long, ſhall this 
be the peculiar diſgrace of our Church, which, 
for ought I know, is the only Church in the 
world that tolerates it? I muſt add, that I do 
not reckon the holding poor livings, that lie 


contiguous, a plurality, when both are looked 
« after 


( 39 J 
« after and both afford only a competent main- 


«© tenance.”* 


To thoſe who complain againſt this diſpro- 
portion of income between the Prieſts of the 
ſame Altar, it is but fair to obſerve, that the 
ſeeming impracticability of differently adjuſting 
preferments, ſo many of which come under 
the deſcription of private property, and are in the 

ra puatron- 


. The Editor, who wrote the life of this ſame moſt learned 
and conſcientious Prelate, after obſerving, how warm and 
conſtant an enemy he was to pluralities, where non reſidence 
was the conſequence, gives the following anecdote of him. 


In his firſt Viſitation at Saliſbury, he urged the autho- 
rity of St. Bernard, who being conſulted by one of his fol- 
lowers, whether he might not accept of two Benefices, 
replied, ** And how will you be able to ſerve them both? 
« I intend, anſwered the Prieſt, to officiate in one of them by 
a Deputy.“ Will your Deputy be damned for you too? 
(cried the faint) helieve me, you may ſerve your cure by 
proxy, but you muſt be damned in perſon.” This expreſ- 
ſion, ſays the Editor, ſo affected Mr. Kelſey, a pious and 
worthy Clergyman then preſent, that he immediately re- 
ſigned the ReQory of Bemerton. worth two hundred pounds 
a year. | % A. 19 

N 
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patronage of Laymen, together with the ſug- 
geſtions of caution againſt meddling with mat- 
ters ſanctioned by long uſage and in other 
reſpects entangled with difficulties; may have 
diſcouraged our Stateſmen and Biſhops, from 
giving the ſubjeCt that attention, which other- 
wiſe they would have done. 


If the ynbeneficed Clergy, who of courſe are 
more perſonally concerned than others can be 
ſuppoſed to be, are willing to ſay to theſe 
things, © Levius fit patientia quicquid corrigere 
eſt nefas,” ſurely Laymen have no pretenſions 
to find fault in this matter, | 


I ſhould ndt have. ſo largely noticed this 
accuſation of avarice againſt the Clergy, had 


it not involved under that name the plurality 


of preferments, which charge is perhaps rather 
to be palliated, than in ſome. caſes to be abſo- 
lutely- juſtified. 


In frankly aſſerting thus much, I have in all 


probability diſappointed the imputation, which 
| * other- 
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otherwiſe might have been made againſt me, 
of giving a garbled ſtatement of facts in defence 
of the eſtabliſhed Church: my opponent, who- 
ever he may be, will clearly perceive that I 
have not avoided to meet him on a ground, 
in my own opinion, the leaſt defenſible. © Ami- 
cus Plato, Amicus Socrates, ſed magis Amica 
eſt Veritas;” but let me tell him at the ſame 
time, that it is an inquiry which appertains to 
no Doctrine, nor any Article of the Chriſtian Faith, 
and conſequently, does not much concern the 


object of this addreſs. 


To ſpeak generally of the Clergy, they are as 
little addicted to pride as any body of men in 
the world: and although it is. commendable in 
every other deſcription of perſons to demand 
their juſt dues, yet, it is but too notorious, that 
when the Clergyman of a pariſh, in juſtice to 
himſelf, his family, and his fucceſſors, inſiſts upon 
having thoſe things which by /aw and equity are 
his due, he then becomes obnoxious to the 
calumniating charge of avarice ; but without 


the fear of offending, or the expeCtation of 
| pleaſing, 
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pleaſing, I will dare to affirm of the Clergy, 
in their aggregate capacity, that far from de- 
ſerving ſuch a charge, they are on all proper 
occaſions, and according to their different cir- 
cumftances, Generous, Humane and Peaceable ! 


| Efteeming, as I do, the Clergy of this country, 
as men of ſuperior learning and talents, it 
would ill become me, who although of the ſame 
order of prieſthood, yet am ſtill their inferior in 
ſo many things ; very improper indeed it would 
be in me, however peculiar circumſtances might 
ſeem to apologize for it, to admoniſh and ex- 
Hort them by an adequate zeal and circumſpection, 
laudably to ſtrive together, and by well doing, to 
& pnt to fitence the ignorance of foolifh men; or in 
the comprehenſive language of St. Paul, that 
they would be © jealous” over their flocks with 
« godly jealouſy, left by any means as the ſerpent 
beguiled Eve through his ſubtilty, ſo their minds 
ſhould be corrupted from the ſimplicity that is in 
Chrifl.” | 


In 
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In a charge which Biſhop Horſley delivered 
to the Clergy of his Dioceſe* ſome few years 
ago, having recommended to their attention 
thoſe doctrines, which he conſidered to be 
the very baſis of the Chriſttan ſyſtem, which 
the philoſophizers of the preſent times ex- 
plain away, and the illiterate enthuſiaſt, by the 
meanneſs of his ſtile, and the abſurdity of his 
illuſtrations too often burleſques, adds: I am 
« much miſtaken, if a proper diligence, on 
“ our part, to inculcate theſe dottrines, would 
« not ſoon ſuperſede the neceſũty of all com- 
© troverſy. Truth, deeply planted in the pub- 
lic mind, would keep poſſeſſion by its own 
native ſtrengthy the common people, made 
proficients in the faith, however in ther re- 
ſpects illiterate, and accuſtomed to the doc- 
trine originally delivered to the ſaints, would 
turn with horror from every thing of a con- 
trary ſound : nouriſhed with the fincere milk 
of the word, by their proper paſtors, they 
would refuſe a drink of doubtful quality, 
« mingled 


+ St, David's. 
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« mingled by a ſtranger. In a word, our 
“Churches would be thronged; while the 
“ moralizing Unitarian would be left to read 
« his dull weekly Lecture to the walls of his 
« deſerted conventicle ; and the Field Preacher, 
«-would bellow unregarded to the wilderneſs. 
«There is yet another thing to be done, for the 
« ſecurity of the common people from deluſion. 
« The great crime and folly of the Methodiſts, 
©* confilts not ſo much in heterodoxy, as in 
e fanaticiſm; not in perverſe doctrine, but 
* rather in a diſorderly zeal for the propa- 
« gation of the truth: which is the pretence for 
« that irregular miniſtry, which is exerciſed by 
e their Teachers, encouraged by the Leaders of 
. the ſect, and greedily followed by the people. 
« The immediate remedy for this evil, and in- 
* deed the beſt ſecurity againſt the ſeductions 
© of falſe teachers, of all denominations, would 
e be that our Jaity ſhould be frequently taught, 
“ with what hazard to himſelf the private 
« Chriſtian officiouſly meddles in the preacher's 
* office; how ſtrictly it is required of him, to 
“ ſubmit himſelf to thoſe teachers, who are, by 

% due 


15 1 


due authority, ſet over the people to watch 
« yer their ſouls.” 


There are excellent works, ſays Biſhop Rey- 
nolds, which being done without the call of God, 
do not edify, but diſturb the body. But the 
queſtion with thoſe I am addreſſing, is, Who 
are they that are called of God? Let me be- 
ſeech ſuch to look for the anſwer out of thoſe 
Articles of our Church, which they profeſs fo 
ſincerely to admire. The twenty-third Article 
expreſsly ſays, in the following words, that 
It is not lawful for any man to take upon him 
« the office of public preaching, or adminiſter- 
ing the ſacraments in the congregation, be- 
© fore he be /awfully called and ſent to execute 
the ſame. And thoſe we ought to judge /aw- 
« fully called and ſent, which be choſen and called 
« to this work by men who have public authority 
> given unto them in the congregation to call 
and ſend Miniſters in the Lord's Vineyard.” 
But the Rev. R. Hill, in the Tour he has lately 
publiſhed, eſſentially differs from the doctrine 

| LW, of 


1 „ 

2 of this Article, as likewiſe all they notoriouſly do 
tranſereſs it, who profeſs Church principles, and 
yet have teachers over them who are not /aw- 
fully ca/ied and ſent by ordination from the 
eſtabliſhed Church. Mr. Hill obſerves, that by 
private meetings among themſelves, for the 
purpoſe of expoſtulation and prayer, a great 
number of very valuable Miniſters have been 
raiſed up: © Some from the army, others from 
« the navy. We bleſs God, ſays he, for the 
« names of a Captain Scott, and a Captain 
« Joſs; for Captains may have tongues, and 
« brains, and grace as well as Doctors.“ Others 

| « alſo 


* Tougues and Brains and Grace! What a very gertee! 
aſſociation of ideas! To al! Doctors, it is preſumed that 
Mr. Hill does not intend to offer this compliment : he cer- 
tainly excepts thoſe, who, in his own words © poſſeſs the 
wnun necefſarium,”” ſor ſuch, he ſays, * can get a degree from 
the North, that they may be called The Doctor. Now the Engliſh 
of the num neceſſarium, he obſerves, means, neither brains 
nor learning: ſo that it is at thoſe Doctors 2vith brains, 
and not at thoſe Doctors without brains, that he makes this 
clever hit. But although theſe Doctors are 4rain/efi, by the 
very admirable tranſlation of t unum neceſſarium,“ it ſeems 

that 


N 
ce alſo ſhall I mention: Stone-maſons, Butchers, 
« Weavers, Taylors, Shop-keepers, and Shoe- 
« makers; and a certain Tinker, who lived a 
| ok * century 


that even without brains they may poſſeſs the two other 
qualifications of Tongaes and Grace But fotwithſtanding 
this unfortunate miſtake, I verily believe that Mr. Hill prin- 
cipally aimed at the Doctors of the Northern Univerſities ; 
for ſpeaking of a collection thatzwas made for building a 
Chapel for Goſpel Preaching, while he was in Scotland, which 
collection he believes was a good one, he obſerves in a re- 
ference, exactly thus: A report was raifed, probably by 
the tongue of ſlander, that e and other collections, made 
almoſt on every occaſion, were to pay my travelling exfiences.”* 
Surely, that was an illiberal charge, and every perſon that 
has heard any thing of Mr. Hill, as a private gentleman, 


would not give a moment's credit to it. The writer of this 


would utterly diſbelieve it for one; but ſurely the civilities 
Mr. Hill received in other parts of Scotland from his friends, 
ſhould have prevailed with him, © it peradventure of the 


righteous,” ten were found there, to ſpare the poor Univer- | 


filies of Scotland from the vengeance of his ſatire, for pro- 
bably they did not offend. Still, however, the Caledonian 
inuendo about travelling exfiences, was, it muſt be confeſſed, 
a high affront, and therefore in the Scottiſh proverb, 
« Crabbit was, and cauſe had,” ** Neir is the kirtle ; but 
nearer is the ſark.“ 


O 
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« century and a half ago, (The Right Rev. 
« Biſhop Bunyan, who was quite the Apoſtle of 
« Cambridgeſhire and Bedfordſhire) all of 
« whom gave ſufficient evidence that grace, 
4 good ſenſe, and a ſound knowledge of the 
« word of God may ſo far poſſeſs the minds of 
« plain mechanics as to render them abun- 
« dantly uſeful, at leaſt among thoſe of their 


© own ſphere, if not of equal abilities to attack 


te the proud ones, among the more learned of 
« the day.” Such are Mr. Hill's expreſſions. 


Good and. diſintereſted as may be the mo- 
tives of Laymen in commencing Preachers, and 
thus invading the office of the Prieſt, for which 
« Uzza” was ſtruck dead on the ſpot, yet 
we are aſſured that © there is a way which 
ſeemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are 
the ways of death. And again, that a man © is 
not crowned, except he firive lawfully.” 


Under the Mofaical Economy there was a. 
High Prieſt, Prieſts and Levites inveſted with 
peculiar and ſubordinate powers. If God 

himſelf 


LS 
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himſelf thus regulated the Jewiſh Church, it 


would ſeem unreaſonable to ſuppoſe that he 


had leſs regard to the order and diſcipline of 
the Chriſtian Church; anſwerable to which 
we have Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons. 


St. Clement, one of the firſt Biſhops, and a 
fellow labourer with St. Paul, for the purpoſe 
of enforcing on the members of the Church of 
Corinth eccleſiaſtical ſubordination and obe- - 
dience, thus addreſſes them: „ To the 
High Prieſt. were allotted his proper offices; 
to the Prieſts their proper departments were 
aſſigned ; to. the Levites their ſervices were 
appointed, and the Laymen were reſtrained 
within the precepts of Laymen.” 

Although our Saviour's diſciples exceeded the 
number of five hundred, yet he did not deliver 
the commiſſion of adminiſtering the ſacraments 
of the church to them all, but only to his eleven 
Apoſtles, and ſubordinate to them were the ſe- 
venty Diſciples : one of the firſt acts which the 
Apoſtles did, by virtue of the power delegated 

to 
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to them, was to fill up the place of the traitor 


Judas. When the number of Diſciples was 


multiplied, they proceeded, ſays a very in- 
telligent author,“ to inſtitute a new order of 


Miniſters, named Deacons,f anſwering in ſome 
reſpeQts to the ſeventy, while Chriſt in his bodily 
preſence, was at the head of his Church. 


St. Paul tells us that God hath fit ſome in 
the Church, firft Apoſtles, ſecondarily Prophets, 
thirdly Teachers. When our bleſſed Saviour 
imparted to the world a new difpenſation, ſome 
new terms, ſays this writer, which grew out of 

the 


*S Churton's ſhort Defence of the Church of England. 


+ Mr. Hill obſerves that the word Aidxoror is only tranſ- 
lated Deacon in two places in the New Teſtament ; and he 
is very laborious to prove that Deacon is only à barbarous 
word of Popiſh tranſlation, and calculated to miſlead ! The 
plain imple meaning of the expreſſion being only Miniſter, 
or Servant. To illuftrate his point, he ſays, how prepoſie - 
rouſly would it have ſounded, had it been tranſlated that 


Chrift was made a Deacon of the circumciſion. People little 


think, adds this Divine, that the Lord Mayor of London is 
Deacon, or rather an Archdeacon. 


of 
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the occaſion, were -Mefiah or Chrift, that is 
anointed ; Goſpel, that is good tidings ; Apoſtle, 
that is meſſenger ; Biſtop,“ that is overſeer or . 
ſuperintendant; Preſbyter, (of which Prieſt is an 
abbreviation) that is, elder ; and Deacon, that 
is, ſervant or miniſter. The promiſcuous uſe 
of theſe words creates, Mr. Churton ſays, ſome 
difficulty in the paſſages where they occur, and 
has been the ground of much unprofitable 
diſpute. Ignatius, the diſciple of St. John, a 
man in all things like unto the Apoſtles, was 
choſen by them to be Biſhop of Antioch, where 
the diſciples were firſt called Chriſtians. The 
eminence of his piety and ſtation expoſed him 
to the ſeverity of the Emperor, who ordered 
him to be carried in chains to Rome, there to be 
expoſed to wild beafts for the entertainment of 
the people. The pious man, on this occaſion, 
ſends epiſtles to ſeveral Churches, beſeeching 
their prayers, that he might ſuffer like a true 
diſciple of Chriſt, ſaying to the Epheſians in 


One 


For a better explanation of the oſſices oſ Biſhop, Prieſt, 
and Deacon, vid. Hooker's Eccleſtaſlical Polity, Book 7. 
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1 
one of them, I exhort you, that ye ſtudy to 
„ do all things in a divine concord: your 
BgBiſhops preſiding in the place of God; your 
<« Preſby ters in the place of the Council of the 
« Apoſtles; and your Deacons, moſt dear to 
* me, being intruſted with the Miniſtry of Jeſus 
« Chriſt ; who was with the Father before all 
ages, and appeared in the end to us. He 
* that is within the altar is pure, but he that 
« is without, that is, that does any thing with- 
« out the Biſhop, and Preſbyters, and Deacons, 
“ js not pure in his conſcience, Without theſe 
« there is no Church.“ 


But as the early eſtabliſhment of Biſhops, 
Prieſts, and Deacons, and the regular ſucceſſion 
of ſuch offices, by the command of him, who 
when he gave his ſolemn commiſſion to his 
Apoſtles, added, Lo I am with you always,” 
are not matters of preſent inquiry, I will 
rather proceed to make a few obſervations on the 
ſin of departing from a Church fo conſtituted, 
v hich comes under the dreadful charge of 

ſchiſm, 


/ 


103 J 
ſchiſm,“ the true meaning of which is literally 
ſcilſure or diviſion, and which of courſe, pre- ſup- 
poſes the eſtabliſhment of a ſociety of divine 
inſtitution, with whom it is the duty of chriſtians 
to hold communion. But if, as Mr. Daubeny very 
juſtly remarks, the word Church, through the 
modern confuſion of language, is underſtood to 
be applicable to all ſocieties of profeſſing Chriſtians, 
by whoſe authority, and under what teachers 
ſoever they may be aſſembled ; in that caſe there 
can be no ſuch crime as ſchiſm in the world. 
I am aware that the charge of ſchiſm is ready 
to be made by thoſe of another communion, 
againſt the Church of England, and poſlibly as 
it may appear to ſerve a preſent turn, to be 
maintained by you: hut let me call your at- 


tention to what a learned writer has ſaid on 


that ſubject t 


Mr. Daubeny's Guide to the Church may 
alſo on this and various other matters be read 


with. 
* £x-142, fiſſio, ſciſſura, ſchiſma, ruptio unionis in Eccleſia, 


— ox. a 
+ Vid. Hammond's Works. 
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with much advantage. This author well ob- 
 ( ſerves, © That the ſeparation of the Church of 
„England from the Church of Rome was 
grounded not upon the idea that ſhe had a 
right to form a Church of herſelf, upon any 
* new plan of her own, but upon the idea 
< that it was no longer compatible with the 
< ſpiritual welfare of her Members to hold 
* communion with a corrupt Church. It was 
<« neither the Government nor the Doctrine of 
« the Church of Chriſt, that were proteſted 
« agamſt on this occaſion; but the corruptions 
„that had taken place in both; the uſurped 
« ſupremacy of the Biſhop of Rome, and thoſe 
* dangerous tenets which were incompatible 
with ſome of the moſt eſſential articles of 
« the Chriſtian Faith. In proteſting againſt the 
«* Pope's uſurped ſupremacy, the Church of 
* England did no more than the Church of 
* Rome herſelf had done on a former occaſion ; 
« when Gregory, the firft, proteſted againſt 
the uſurpation of the ſame title by John, 
«* Biſhop of Conſtantinople, a title which that 


« great Prelate did not ſcruple to call b/aſphemuos; 
3 * and 


L 
« and the uſurper of it, the forerunner of Anti- 
* chriſt! The Church of Rome and the Church 
« of Conitantinople were two ſeparate branches 
„ of the Church of Chriſt. The Church of 
« England is alſo a ſeparate branch of the 
« Church of Chriſt its ſeparation, therefore, 
«* from the Church of Rome is a circumſtance 
by which its exiſtence as a Church can in no 
« wiſe be affected, becauſe it poſſeſſes within 
« itſelf all thoſe characteriſtic marks by which a 
“Church, as a ſociety of Chriſt's forming, is 
* diſtinguiſhed,. and of which it was in full 
« poſſeſſion before its connexion with the 
* Church of Rome took place. The Proteſ- 
* tantiſm therefore of the Church of England 
« conſiſts in the right which one independent 
branch of the Church of Chriſt claims of 
« proteſting in its collectiue character againſt 
e the errors of another branch of it, with 
« which it may, or may not hold communion, 
e but the idea of Proteſtantiſm by the Di 


« ſenter of the Church of England is, that it 


« eſtabliſhes the right, which every individual 
* claims of judging for himſelf -in religious 


P “ matters, 
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er matters, and of ſeparating from a Church of 


« which he ought to continue a Member.” 


But to whom am I offering this defence of 


the Church of England ? to a Roman Catholic ? 


No, it is to you but that ſhould ſeem urine- 
ceſſary; for admiring as you profeſſedly do, the 


Articles of the Church of England, you muſt 


agree with what the nineteenth ſays on this 
ſubject in the following words. The viſible 
« Church of Chriſt is a congregation of faithful 
« men, in which the pure word of God is 


« preached and the Sacraments be duly admin- 


« iftered according to Chriſt"s ordinance, in all thoſe 


6 things that of neceſſity are requiſite to the 
« ſame. As the Church of Jeruſalem, Alex- 
« andria, and ' Antioch have erred, ſo alſo the 
« Church of Rome hath erred, not only in their 


« living and manner of ceremonies, but alſo in 
% matters of faith.“ 


In common with the Church of England you 
have ſeparated from the Church of Rome; but 
you do a vaſt deal more: you ſeparate from a 
Church 
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Church confeſſedly not in the ſame ſtate of cor- 
ruption, and where no unlawful or ſinful terms 
of communion are required: “ you ſtill profeſs 
yourſelves faithful friends and Members of the 
Church of England ; and, by unavoidable con- 
ſequence, friends alfo of Epiſcopal Government: 
either you are ſincere or 10 fincere in theſe. 
ſerious declarations : that is the queſtion at 


iſſue. 


A ſincere Churchman will not oppoſe or ſe- 
parate from the orderly eſtabliſhment of the 
Church he profeſſes: by withdrawing your- 
ſelves from the Church of England, as by law 
eſtabliſhed, and ſetting up a different place of 
worſhip, you have departed from her com- 
munion and avowedly. oppoſed her laws. The 
concluſion is clear and irreſiſtible that you can- 
not be ſincere Churchmen. But the concluſion 
proves beyond that, for it brings the very crime 
of ſchiſm home to your dwellings. 

Now 


* In the Church of Rome, one half of the Lords' Supper 
is withheld from the people, and the other half perverted, 
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New I beſeech you, Brethren, ſays the Apoſtle 


St. Paul, Mark them which cauſe diviſions and 


offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have 
learned, and avoid them.” 


St. Cyprian deſcribes the ſchiſmatic to be an 
impious ſon, who having contemned the Biſhops 
and forſaken the Prieſts of God, dares to con- 
ſtitute another altar.“ A ſeparation from the 
orderly communion of the Church of Chriſt, 
unleſs it is urged by the claims of neceſſity and 
conſcience, under the pure guidance of God's 
Law, conſtitutes the great crime of ſchiſm, by 
which a diviſion of Chriſt's myſtical body takes 
place, and againſt which Apoſtles and holy men 
of God have ſo awfully warned mankind. 


A great} ornament of our Church has thus 
expreſſed himſelf on this ſubje&: © I would 


"moo 


* Filius improbus, qui contemptis Epiſcopis et Dei 
Sacerdotibus dereliQis, conſtituere audet aliud altare. 
St. Oil. de Unit. Ecgi. 


+ Hickes, 
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te not be an heretic or ſchiſmatic in the Church, 
« to have the wiſdom of Solomon, the tongues 
of St. Paul, and the eloquence of Apollos : 
« No, not to be caught up into Paradiſe to 
« hear unutterable things. I would not be the 
« beſt preacher that ever was, and ſpeak in the 
« pulpit by inſpiration, to have that accuſation 
« lie againſt me, which St. Paul drew up againſt 
« the Corinthians, of envy, ſtrife and ſchiſm,” | 


A fin of ſuch direful magnitude, both in cauſe 
and conſequence, I will not longer enlarge up- 
on: but in thoſe comprehenſive words of our 
Litany, I will thus pray for you and others. 
« Fromall falſe doctrine, hereſy and ſchiſm, good 
Lord deliver us!“ You have thought proper to 
adopt the eſtabliſhed form of prayers in your 
meeting-houſe ; and better ones you cannot 
have. O remember thoſe important words to 
which I have juſt alluded ; may they flaſh con- 
viction on your hearts, and have that ſtriking 
effect which on another occaſion the addreſs of 
Nathan had with David !—for lou art the man 


How 
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How can you reconcile this charge to the 
world? but what is of infinitely more momen- 
tous conſequence, how can you approve it to 
your own. conſciences, and how will you be 
able to juſtify it hereafter before the judgment 
ſeat of Chriſt ? 
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* ; It was foretold by our Lord and his Apoſtles, 
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that offences mut come, and hereſies muſt 
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come; but woe, ſays the hook of eternal truth, 
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to that man by whom that offence cometh.” God 


1 


is not the author of confuſion, but of unity, of 
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order, and peace : ſuffer me therefore, in the 
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moſt earneſt and reſpectful manner, to perſuade 


—— 
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you as friends, and to intreat you as Chriſtians, 
h « to return to the order. of that communion from 
| which you have but too ra/hly ſeparated ; do 
not any longer exerciſe yourſelves in myſterious 
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fl matters of religion, which are too high for you, 
il but think ſoberly. | 


% -— — n — 
— 2 „ 8 


« Walk humbly then, on trembling pinions ſoar, 
Wait the great teacher death, and God adore.” 
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If every circuniſtance of the eſtabliſhment 
F does 


1 
does not accord your wiſhes, conſider the ma- 
terial ones which do. 


Every eſtabliſhment, ſays Mr. Churton, ought 
to be, at leaſt our own is, founded on ſo broad 
a baſis, that there is room for numberleſs, and 
in themſelves inconſiſtent opinions to be enter- 
tained, without violating in the ſmalleſt degree 
the unity of faith. 


Our Church ſays, agreeable to the Athana- 
ſian and Apoſtles Creed, © It is to be believed 
that Chriſt went down into hell ;” but ſhe has, 
I think, no where explained in what ſenſe this 
article is to be underſtood ; whether, 1, ge- 
nerally of the region or place of departed 
ſouls ; or, 2, of the place where the ſouls of 
the faithful are in joy and felicity ; or, 3, of 
the place where wicked ſouls are in miſery. ' 
Although therefore, it is clear from Holy Scrip- 
ture that the firſt, or if you chooſe to diſtin- 
guiſh, the ſecond, is the ſenſe in which the 
Articles and the Creeds ought to be under- 
ſtvod; yet if any one ſhould take the deſcent 


into 
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1 
into hell,“ as ſome have, in the third ſenſe, he 


might ſo far as the Church is concerned, ſafely 
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join in repeating the Creeds; and, if there was 
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occaſion ſafely ſubſcribe to the Articles. 


NN 
— — 

— þ 
— 


* Be thankful to God for the prayers of the 
Church theſe are read there, and in theſe you 
can unite. Prayer is one of the moſt awful 
and weighty employments that mortals can be 


engaged in: it is an immediate addreſs to God 
himfelf. : nn? 
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After the example of that form of prayer, 
which our bleſſed Saviour inſtructed his Diſ- 
8 ciples to uſe ; the Church of England has wiſely 


adopted 


| 
if | It has been ſaid that the N hell was never uſed for- 
þ merly, but for the place of torments ; but this is a miſtake, 
; as the following paſſage, out of many that might be pro- 
duced, clearly ſhews : “ Have minde of twey manner of 
and other holy ſorfaders that dyed before Cryſt; into that 
helle Cryſt deſcended after this paſſion. The other helle is 
1 | a place for them that be and ſhal be damned for evermore ! 


Carton Polychron, 1, vi. Ch. viii. Printed A. D. 1482, 


i þ 

| 
| | helles: in the one were Adam, Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, 

' 

| 
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adopted forms of ſuch devotion, that the 
whole congregation may previouſly know what 
things they are about to aſk, and thus, with | 
ſafety, they can diſpoſe their hearts to unite 
in ſupplication, © 7 pray with the ſpirit and 


the underſtanding alſo,” and ſay Amen, to every 


requeſt that is made by the Miniſter. But this 


cannot be ſaid in favour of thoſe prayers in 
public worſhip, which are called extemporary ; 


for in theſe, the ſpeaker himſelf, until the 
very inſtant of time, is not ſuppoſed to know 
the preciſe object of his prayer, of courſe his 


hearers muſt be ignorant of it. The whole mind 


therefore cannot be ſo well devoted to thoſe 
addreſſes, where caution ſhould ſeriouſly call 
upon a conſiderable portion of thought, correctly 
to underſtand the words of the petition, and 
the petition itſelf, before the congregation can 
ſafely ſubſcribe and unite in prayer for it ; hence 
the great excellency and advantage of a form, 
when prayer is to be offered up in public. 


If on ſome occaſions, after the more important 
Q 
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duty of: prayer in Gad's Holy Temple, the 

— Sermon* which follows be not of equal edifica- 
tion; let me intreat you fairly to examine your 
own. hearts, and afk whether in this matter 
blame be not more in the #earer than in the 
endeavours of the preacher ? If after a cool and 
candid inquiry of this ſort, it proves wholly to 

1 be the fault of the preacher, and in #0 reſpef 

It | that of the hearer, yon have not in /uch-4 caſe, 
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* | any thing to reproach yourſelf with; you are in 
| N | the way of duty according to the appointment 
1 | of God, and the eſtabliſhment of this realm. 
f | | IF the Miniſter has failed to preach faithfully 
i | | to you, according to the ability which God hath 
j | given him; while you are clean and hlameleſs, 


the blood of the congregation will be required 
at the hands of the paſtor, 


Liſten, 


* It.is-well known, that all the time in the primitive 
Church the Sermon was ever done before the ſervice begun ; 
and that to the Sermon, Heathen men, Infidels, and Jews, 
Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, and all forts of people were ad- 
mitted, But when they went to ſervice, when the Liturgy 


1 | began, all theſe were voided, not one of them ſuffered to 


1 ſia y. Iαν Andrews. 
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Liſten, I beſeech you, to what the Prophet 


Ezekiel has faid on this awful ſubject:“ Son 


of Man, I have made thee a watchman unto the 
houſe of Ifrael; therefore hear the word at my 
mouth, and give them warning from me. When 


Lay unto the wicked, thou fall ſurely die, and thou 
 giveſt hum not warning, nor ſpeakeft to warn the 


wicked from his wicked way, to ſave his life; the 


ſame wicked man ſhall die in his iniquity, but 


his blood will I require at thine hand. Yet if thou 


warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wicked- 
neſs, nor from his wicked way, he ſhall die in his 
iniquity ; but thou haſt delivered thy ſoul.” Thus 
you ſee the great reſpon/ibility which is attached 
to the miniſterial truſt.; woe, indeed, to thoſe 


who are-engaged in it, if they preach not the 
Goſpel ; but as great a woe is pronounced 
againſt thoſe who, in the Epiſtle of Jude, are 
called © Murmurers and Complainers, who op- 
poſing the ſpirit of unity and love take the 
matter into their own hands, become guilty 
themſelves of ſchiſu, and encourage others in 
it, to the great diſturbance of that regularly ap- 
| . © pomted- 


>. Y 
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pointed Church, which Chriſt Jeſus has pur- 
chaſed with his own blood, and the Miniſters 
of the ſame in unbroken ſucceſſion from the very 
| Apoſtles! Do not, let me exhort you, trifle 
with things that are thus venerable by time 
and ſacred by inſtitutjon. | 


Grieved am I to witneſs ſo many buildings 
ereCted here and elſewhere, in which Dodctrines 
are publiſhed diſcording with each other.“ One 
Teacher aſſerts, lo! here is Chriſt ; another, but 
lo! he is there ! Our Saviour has forewarned us 
of theſe things, and in the following words has 
cautioned us net to give any credit to ſuch ru- 
mours : Then if any man ſhall ſay unto you, 
Lo, here is Chriſt, or there ; believe it not, 
For there ſhall ariſe falſe Chriſts, and falſe 
& prophets, and ſha!l ſhetv great figns and won- 
gers; inſomuch that, if it were poſſible, they 


fhall 


* Befides Roman Catholic Chapels, and a Meeting-Houſe 
| for Quakers, there are in the Borough Town of Readiog 
only, not leſs than fix different ſorts of Meeting-Houfes | 


LE 
fall deceive the very ele.” Your late Paſtor, 
Mr. Cadogan, as I have before had occaſion | 
to remark, uniformly expreſſed his diſapproba- 
tion of all Conventicles, 'and it grieved his 
ſpirit 4 


The u red here are thoſe few, whom God had deter- 
mined to preſerve out of the common deſtruction, the be- 
lievers among the Jews. Theſe are the remnant ſo often 

mentioned by the prophets, that they ſhould eſcape, ** The 
remnant according to election of grace, (Rom. xi, 5). So 
that this remnant of Jews bave obtained that bleſſing which | 
the reſi of the Jews by their o&flinacy and irfidelity obtained | 
not. The word ele& in holy writ has various fignifications, 
differing according to the 3 ci cumſtance to which 
it is applied. 

Dr. Hammond ſays, that the Hebrew word anſwers to that 

of the Latin, -probavit, examinavit, elegit, to approve,-ex- 
amine, to chuſe.—Such asthoſe that upon trial are found fit to 
be preferred before others. Hence David gathered together 
an the chen men in Ifrael : i. e. all that were fit for the 
militia, The Greek verb fignifies to prefer one before ano- 
ther, either in heſiowing a ſavor, or deſigning an office j and 
in this ſenſe it is principally uſed in the New Teſtament, 
Many are called, but few choſen, i. e. few fit to fit at his 
table few penitent fincere believers. Again, who ſhall lay 
any thing to the charge of God's eleQ ? i. e. Who ſnall bring 
any charge againſt the ſaſthful ſervant of d the lovers 
of God, — i Hammond. 


11 
ſpirit, when he heard that any of his flock wan-" 
dered from the Eſtabliſhment. 4 


By the love that you yet profeſs to his me- 


mory, regard this, his commendable zeal for the 


honor of God's name and worſhip, and remem- 
ber that tho' dead, he ſpeaketh to you this be- 
coming duty. It is very well known, that beſide 


him many good men equally diſtinguiſhed by 
the name of © Goſpel Preachers* could not un- 


der any pretence be prevailed on to give their 


ſanction 40 ſehiſm, by departing from the regula» 
rity and due order of the eſtabliſhment, and 
preaching within other walls than thoſe of ec- 


cleſiaſtical deſcription. 


Con- 


* Romaine, Toplady, Madan, De Coetlogon, Cecil, 
Newton, &c. | 


+ Such as have been epiſcopally ordained, whether in 
half orders or whole orders, ſhould be required to conform 
to the order of the Church in this matter, or altogerher to 
withdraw from the eſtabliſhment. They ſhould not be per- 


mitted to ſcatter heterodoxy and confuſion wherever they 


0 
can get admittance, ſometimes by preaching i in the meet- 
ing-houſe, ſometimes in the field, and ſometimes i! in the 
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church. 
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Concerning thoſe who attend as hearers, 
ſometimes: the Church and ſometimes the Meet- 
ing-Houſe, a few words may be ſufficient to 
ſhew the great impropriety of rimming be- 
tween both places, and not being © hot or cold” 
to either. I to attend regularly the eſtabliſhed 
worſhip can poſhbly be a ſchiſin, and a con- 
formity to the laws of that Church be contrary 
to our duty; in that caſe, every time of going 
there we tranſgreſs the latter and are guilty of 
the former. But if ſchiſm be a ſin and con- 
formity to the orders of our Church be the 
known and bounden duty of her Members, then 
ſuch become obnoxious to the crime of ſchiſm 
and to the tranſgreſſion of acknowledged duty 
in every viſit they make to the Conventicle: 
there is no ſuch thing as being at the ſame 
time half a friend and half an enemy: ** 1f the 
Lord be God, follow him: but if Baal then follow 
him.” Let not the advocates of ſchiſm and 
the frequenters of ſuch Meeting Houſes, as 1 
have pointed out, imagine, from their numbers 


that ſuch proceedings are cither good or was- 


rantable ; the ſame mode of argument has been 
uſed 
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1 
uſed not only by a variety of ſects, which have 
diſgraced Chriſtianity, but has been reſorted to 
by that grand impoſtor nn. and his de- 
lüded followers! 


The Church of England when compared to 


| theſe, may with much aptneſs be called that 


« Litile Flock” of which it has pleaſed the Son 
of God to ſpeak in theſe encouraging words: 
« Fear not, little flock, for it ts your Father's 


good pleaſure to give you the Kinzdom.” And 


again, Where two or three are gathered to- 
gether in my name, there am I in the midſt of 


| them.” However few your number ; yet duly 


aſſembling in my name, that is, under my autho- 
rity, and in obedience to my /aws and ordinances ; 
Chriſt vas promiſed to ſuch a people, or to ſuch 
a Church, that He will be in“ the midſt of 


them.” Admiring, as we all muſt do, that law 


of order and uniformity, obſervable in creatures 
inferior to man, it ſnould be our laudable pride, 
practically to admire thoſe excellencies in our- 
ſelves: The” fork in the heaven knoweth her 
appointed times and the turtle and the crane and 


the 


C 224 |) g 
very ants in gathering their food, go forth by 
bands in ſocial regularity,» Hence Solomon, by. 
the example of theſe induſtrious little animals 


a took it octaſion ta upbraid the ſluiggard—hence 


likewiſe by their conformity to order we might 
reprove thoſe who oceaſion diviſions among 


mank ind. and ſay to ſuch Go zo the nn | 


ſchiſmatick! c conſider . * 


KI 244. 
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Tbe Church. i is ow in 8 do an 


army with banners: and we all muſt know of 
vhat conſequence to the victory of every battle, 


diſcipline. and unanimity are; where theſe are 
wanting, diſgrace and deſtruction follow. 


But bleſſed be God! his Church has a firm 
foundation, for it is built on a rock, and although 
friends betray, and enemies perſecute it, yet we 
have the happy aſſurance that “ zhe gates 7 
b IN prevail _— cd ons we 


Vet fill we lament to ſee, that you are as 
ſheep: ſcattered abroad; it is the anxious deſire 
! R of 
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of every faithful "Miniſter of the Church, thut 
you Would return to th eſtabliſhed order of eli. 
gldus worſhip, “ une the Mepllerd, and Biſiop of 
your ſous.” . Fain would we compelyou to this, 
by the force of argument, and the exhortations 
of paſtoral affection : ve pray you mn Chrif's 
feud, i cbe ye reconciled to the duly appointed 
Chürch ef God. Wherefore dome aut from 
thoſe walls, which have been built“ u un- 
tempered mortar,” and let us worſhip the Lord 
together, © in the. beauty of holineſs, even in his 
Holy Temple. Peace be within thy walls, and 
proſperity cui hin "thy : palates.' Fur ny brethren 
and companions ſakes, * 207 "oy * be 
within ee: io i13tob bas: 287%UL . 


Purſue the path of duty, and you will walk 
in the ' path-of ſafety; under no pretence be 
diverted from that. Suffer not . yourſelves to 
be miſled by the arts of thoſe teachers who 
by an aſſumption of the Holy office, and a vi- 
olation of eccleſiaſtical decorum would impoſe 
on you, that their calleto do theſe things was 
made money the Almighty. The words of 


gy 


Jeremiah 


[1297] 

Jeremiah are byt!700/-awfully> applicable to 
ſuch men: *I have not ſent tieſe prophets, yet they 
ran; I have not ſpałen tu thein, yet they proplieſied. 
If, fays Dr. Knox, in his Chriſtian Philoſophy, 
< ſuch perſons urge in defence of their extra- 
e vagant behaviour, their dereliction of their 
e trades and daily labours, and their aſſumption 
* of the Prieſt's office; a particular call from 
Heaven itſelf, louder than reaches the ears of 
others; let them, before they believe them 
< ſelyes;-of perſuade others, produce as a cre- 

« dential of their commiſſion, a miracle. If 
<« they find themſelves utterly unable to do 
e thus, let them return to the workſhop, and 
« warehouſe, renounce the deceitful ſpirit, and 
« evince their attainment of the true, by hu- 
« mility, charity, modeſty, and obedience to 


_ ©, lawful ſuperiors ; by a ſtudy 0 be quiet, andi 


© an attention to their on buſineſs. 
Sn batte i þ; ve e ans 
The words call, called, or calling, as under- 
derſtood by the inſpired. writers, in this ſenſe, 
denoted audible ſounds, ſuch as St. Paul heard 
tom Heaven: and which others, as well as the 


5 perſon 


[ [1967] ] 
perſon called, could hear and atteſt : inward 
grace may ſometimes be deſigned ini the expreſ- 


ſion, but the outward calls; fuch the Gentiles 
being called to the/Chriſtian faith+<St-:Pavl, 
being called to be an Apoſtle the twelve that 
were calld of che Lordi in the preſenee and 
hearing of many, theſe are the calli which are 
generally meant in the ſacred text, and after 
this manner, the Biſhop fays to the candidate 
for orders, Do you khifk that ys be truly 
called, according to the will of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the due order of this realm to the 
miniftry of the Church?” * Every high Prieſt, 
«© ſays the Apoſtle, taken from among men, is 
« ordained for men in things pertaining to God; 
and no man taketh this honor zo kinfelf, but 
« he that is caled of God, as as Aaron.” 
If chen by a call, not any thing ſuper human, 
nor any extraordinary miſſon from God, can be 
aſſerted, for then would it be proved in 4 mi- 
raculous Way, it follows that this call muſt be 
no other, if in truth it means that, than a con- 
ſciouſneſs” in'the perſon ſo called, of abilities 
and a violent inclination t6 preach; yet, alas, what 


7 
. 


does 
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does this amount to, if he cannot truly and ſa- 
tisfaforily atiſwer the queſtion, which on a far 
different occaſion was perverſely. put: © who _ 
thee + 4 n a”. | 


10 eſtabliſk the validity of every Jeed, and 
the appointment of every truſty. office, it be- 


comes effential to produce the commiſſion, the 


warrant, the ſeal, or the keys of office: the force 
of this reaſoning applies with equal truth to the 
Miniſter of Souls, as it does to the High Chan- 
cellor of the realm, the Sheriff of a county, or 
the Mayor of a town. It is idle to ſpeak: of the 


ability to exerciſe an office, unleſs with that 


ability the legal right of exerciſing it in that 
office is alſo fairly proved. Suffer not the 
ſacred word of inſpiration to be longer pro- 
faned, by allowing to every pretender the vaſt 
claims he makes on it: reſcue it, let me be- 
feech you, by the ſobriety of religious . 
n from: ſuch daring affronts. 


Do not imagine that he is ſpecially taught of 
God, who illiterate in other matters, poſſeſſes 
| great 
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great gifts in the knowledge of. the::ſcriptures.. 


A retentive memory and a peculiar turn of 
mind may in a very remarkable manner acquire 

this ſort of intuition. Nay, it is no uncommon 
thing. to ſee painters, poets, and muſicians, 

without the uſual advantages of../ inſtruQion, 
give wonderfulſpecimens of their artand genius, 
but ſurely no one would feriouſſy maintain, 
that the Almighty effected this by any extraor- 
dinary interpoſition, eſpecially when we find 

that they are not better than other men, either 
in morals or piety but too frequently it is no- 
torious, that the poſſeſſors of ſuch wonderful 
talent are the ſad reverſe of theſe things! the 


rankeſt weeds will grow in the richeſt ſoll. 


As good Chriſtians and as men it is unqueſ- 
tionably the duty of us all, according to our 
different callings and as fit occaſions offer, to 
diſcourage ſin and promote the cauſe of virtue 
and religion; but it is the duty of thoſe alone 
who are called by ſolemn legal ordination to that 
Purpoſe to © ſet forth the true and lively word 
of God, and rightly and duly adminiſter his 

. holy 


t 
l 
J 
/ 
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holy facraments;“ at the peril of others it 
is to meddle with “ the ark of God!“ As 
foe! of theſe teachers venture to imitate the 


| #atlity of - eſtabliſhed clergyman; by adopting 
the prayers and offices of the Churchi and uſing) 


the diguiſe of the ſurplice, the gown, and the: 
caſſock; I do not wonder that the multitude, 
who ſeldom reflect, are deluded, and conclude 
from ſuch appedrances that the Meeting Houſe: 
is a proper Chapel under the ſanetion of the 
Church. If it be*aſked, have you not a right 


ſo to do my nſwer is that at preſent I know of 
n law that forbids you to calł that ſame build- 


ing a Cathedral Church, or prevents licenſed 
teachers from decking themſelves out with epiſ- 
copal ſleeves of lawn, and a verger for conduc̃t- 
ing them to the toleratediroſtrum, arrayed out, 
if lo they pleaſe, in all the pomp of a Lord 
High Chance ller's robe and wig ! by ſuch kind 
of reaſoning, the argument narrows into this; 


E that every man has a right to be as ridiculous 


as he pleaſes andi to aſſume ſuch dreſſes as the 
law has not forbidden, nor can puniſi bim for. 
Hence the right is aſſerted by thoſe who 2wth- 
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pains to prove that they are not thoſe dul 


12 } 
ont ordination from the Church of England put 
on a dreſs by which her Miniſters have hitherto: 
been diſtinguiſhed: - But other afts afe pray 
ticed to gain proſelytes from the eſtabliſhment, 
Good ſingimg is delightful every where, and tg. 
render that eutic ing, they | cultivate” it in a very 
eminent degree. It were to be wiſhed that this 
part of devotion was more regarded in the ge- 
narality_ of pain Churches than. it is. The 
hours of devotion are conveniently adjuſted, 
particularly theſe in the evening, when ſuch, 
places are uſually; crowded. The preachers 
are occaſionally vatied: this circemſtance ker ps 
alive novelty, and is found to be of great relief 
both to the teacher and hearer. Cry aloud aud 

ſpare not, lift up thy voice like à trumpet is a 
precept literally exemplified by the greater 
part of ſelf- called & Goſpel Miniſters.“ By be- 
ing various in topic; laborious in geſture, and 
elamorous in voice, they are at conſiderable 


dogs that cannot bark,” mentioned in the Prophet 
Ifaiah—but are very mindful at the ſame time, 
to point out to the underſtandings of their con- 
gregations, 


( 19 J 

gregations, in a variety of ways, who thoſe 

« blind watchmen are. Thoſe who frequent 

ſuch Meetings are very adroit and importunate 


; in their perſuaſions to bring others over to the 

; ſame practice of ſchiſm; their temporal are 

. greatly combined with their ſpiritual intereſts.— 
; Theſe and other conſiderations cannot fail to 

5 alienate the affections of the people from the 

1 parochial miniſter. - Schools are promoted, and 

5 other inſtitutions are ſet. on foot. Charity] de- 
* lightful exereiſe] whatever clime thou viſiteſt, 

8 or wretched heart thou lighteſt up with joy, I 

8 greet thee godly! ! 

f 3 

4 My poor but willing ſervices—for the or- 

A phan—the widow—and the fatherleſs, have oft 

er been proudly, gladly exerted ;==may better 

e- tongues for ever multiply to plead thy celeſtial 

1d cauſe. God will pardon me, if in deſigning to 


do thee ſervice, I innocently do thee wrong, but 
I am jealous of thee, for thou art lovely! But of 
ſuch inſtitutions, which now, or hereafter may 
be ſet on foot, with charity pure and unde- 
filed in view, may it not be feared that the 

8 poſſible 
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poſſible evils may overbalance the temporary 
good? If ſchools are eſtabliſhed, is it unreaſon- 
able to ſuppoſe that thoſe of the riſing generation 
there educated, will be better ſecured, for the 
purpoſe of imbibing, and perpetuating the ſame 

principles as their benefactors? 

Of other inſtitutions, which wear the popular 
names of charity, on whatever-plauſible grounds 
of indifference as to religious opinion they may 
at f ſeem to ſtart, yet it is very eaſy and by 
no means unfair to imagine that when ſuch 
Diſſenters, as I am addreſſing, are the main pro- 
moters and diſpenſers, it requires | very little 
penetration to ſce who will be the favored 
objects of ſuch charities :—ſurely thoſe who are 
of the © How/hold of Faith” with themſelves. 


It concerns Church people therefore to be 
wary in this matter; leſt they ſhould be tempted 
to transfer over any. thing of their ſtock of 
bounty from the eſtabliſhment, where it flows 
in an equal, impartial ſtream, ta give coun- 
d toni use, 


— 
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tenance, popularity and fame to inſtitutions, 
under the patronage of thoſe, who profeſſing 
love to the Church, live in practical violation 
of the eſtabliſhed laws of its IP. 

Do not by calling yourſelves Churchmen, 
you who are thus tranſgreſſin g, go on“ deceiving 
and being deceived.” 1 will not entertain ſo mean 
an opinion of the good ſenſe of ſome among 
you as to ſuppoſe you can prevail on yourſelves 
to think, that the form of prayers of our Church 
read in your Meeting Houſe - conſtitutes a 
Church; and tho' you ſhould aſſemble in hun- 
dreds, and thouſands, if not after the due ap- 
pointment in Chriſt, you cannot be met together 
acceptably in his name, 


With equal truth it might be aſſerted, that 
the forms of a Court of Law, exerciſed in a 


place and by perſons no way appointed by autho- 
rity from thoſe Courts conſtituted the Tribunal 


of legal Juſtice! | you would laugh at the ab/ur- 


duty of ſuch a declaration. In uſing the prayers 


of the Church, I have before obſerved, you give 
| a proof 


— 
2 — — 


_ 
' — 
1 2 — þ « * 
— 
rr — 
— — — — — — 
"a... 
— — — 4 2 — » — 4 . 2 =_ — — 
— — — - - 4 


r 
— — 


<p ww_ — > “ 
_— —— 
— — 
* — — 


L 132 ] 
a proof of the wiſdom of your choice, but 
uſing them in the place you do, by permiſſion of 
the civil magiſtrate, you prove that you have 
ſhaken off the authority of the Church ; and 
hence you practically diſagree and diſſent from 
the doctrine and order and diſcipline of the 
Articles, Laws, and Canons of the Eſtabliſhment. 


To be ſhort in this matter, if your verdict upon 
eath was required, you would not call yourſelves 
Churchmen in communion. with the Church of 
England, but you muſt confeſs that you were 
now become members of a tolerated Conventicle l 
If you are not bond fide Diſſenters*, and if the 
ſtatement made when applying for a licenſe 

was a falſe one, you are not the deſcription of 
perſons who are entitled to any relief from the 
deſign of the Act of Toleration, and if you have 


no 


1 


Query. Did you not, in obtaining permiſſion for 3 
Meeting-Houſe, ſtate in your petition, nearly ja theſe 
words : That a large public building, houſe or place of 
meeting, had been erected for a congregation of religious 
Proteſiants, difſenting from the Church of England?“ 


. 
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$1 no legal refuge there, both you and your teach- 
j ers are amenable to the penal laws of fe and 
e impriſonment for illegal and diſorderly Meetings. 
n This ought to be a very ſerious conſideration 
e with you, and allow me to give you ſome timely 
t. and important information, of which perhaps 
| on this ſubie& you may not be aware. 
on W ek -1 dt? Againſt 
es reibt pf | 2 4 
of 5 al. Tam. 7 Cee. 3. K. B. 
5 The King againſt the Juſtices of Derbyſhire, 
| Motion ſor a mandamus to regifter a certain tenement, 
le which was certiſied to the Quarter Seſſions as a place ſet 
he apart for the meeting of Proteſtant Diſſenters. Morton and 
aſe Blackſtone ſhewed tor cauſe, 1ſt. That the parties certifying 
of have not ſhewn under what denomination of Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters they fall, ſo as ta entitle themſelves to the ind ulgence 
the ſhewn by the Toleration Act, which only meant to give eaſe 
ve to tender conſciences, when profeſſing ſuch principles as 
no neither endanger the civil Government, nor undermine the 
fundamental doctrines of the Chriſtian Religion. Theſe 
people may he Arians or Socinians. Suppoſe them only 
Iz Methodiſts (which was the fact) as theſe do not diſſent from 
3 the Church of England, but only pretend to obſerve her 
: 7 doctrine and difcipline with greater purity than their neigh- 
tous 


hours; it may be a very ſerious queſtion how far they are 


the 


- [ 94 J: 

- Againſt the ample and reaſonable exerciſe of 
civil and religious liberty, no perſon, who is ac-" 
quainted with me, will ſuſpe& that I am capa- 


— 
— 


— 


. | ble of uttering a word ; but on the other fide 
'F . me 4 : 
, | I am equally tenacious that neither the one or 
14 the other ſhould be uſed * as a cloke” of ma- 
If lice or © /icentiouſneſs.” What ſedition'is to the 
114 State, that /ckiſm is to the Church. I will not 
1 vw : | 2 0 . 
Hf i] ; preſume to diſcuſs the queſtion whether ſuch 
ht 8 - 
14 Diſſenters as I am addrefling are unfriendly to 
$190 1 the State or not; true it is, that they are /u/ 
f 1 1 pected by many wiſe and temporate men as 
1 | very likely to become ſuch, if at any time they 
1 : . . n 0 
19 1 are thwarted in their religious career by any 
1 1 Ts * A, © HT - 4 1 8 
1708 5 reſtrictions which the Legiſlature may find 
j | 1 neceſſary. The ſame zeal which now puſhes 
11.08 with headſtrong vehemence, , againſt the order of 
ö fi | if x : 
114 ut the objects of the Toleration Act, and privileged to meet in 
| bY! | conventicles, &c. * But the Court was of opinion, that in 
ol regiſtering and recording the certificate, the Juſtices were 
| | | | i | merely minifterial; and that after a meeting-houſe had been 
F 1 lj | duly regiftered, ſtill if the perſons reſorting to it do not bring 
| | 0 | themſelves within the Ad of Tolcration, ſuch regiſtering will 
/ | l | not protect them from the fexaltics of the Law.“ 
In | 
$1117 0h 
vw 
b " [| : 
| l lt 
Net! 
11 
40 
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the Church, by fair reaſon and analogy, may 


hereafter be directed, when their body ſhall ac- 
cumulate in a more formidable way, againſt the 


State itſelf: at preſent they appear to be ex- 


tremely quiet, and to deport themſelves with 
ſuitable caution. I hope that theſe fears, after 


all, are more founded in imagination than in 


reality. A noble Senator“ was of a different 
opinion, He ſays, that « Whatever hurts the 
C'/2urch, hurts the State; whatever weakens the , 
credit of the government of the Church, takes 
away from the civil power a part of its ſtrength, 
and ſhakes the whole conſtitution.” 


Mr. Daubeny obſerves * That ſchiſm and 

«* rebellion have in all ages of the world been 
e intimately connected with each other. The 
* ſame diſpoſition of mind that leads indivi- 
* duals to make their own Church, if uncon- 
<* trouled, leads them alſo to imagine themſelves 
qualified to form their own Government.” 
Levelling 


Vid. Lord Lyttleton's ſpeech on the repeal of the AR 
called the Jew Bill, in the year 1753. 
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Levelling principles in the offices of the Church,* 
however couched in words, intimate an approx-. 
imation of the ſame ideas in the other branch 
of the Conſtitution. The law of religious to- 
leration is worthy of the country it was made 
in: may its meaning and true deſign long flouriſh, 
but the abuſes of it never. Prevention is bet- 
ter than remedy. ei . 


Judge 
4 

: * « A mere ſhade of 1 (ſays Mr. RN ſtill 
remains in the Engliſh Church, for upon the death of a 
« Biſhop, the King gives his conge d'&lire, or leave to elect, 
to the Preſbyters of the Cathedral Church, at the ſame 
* time recommending a perſon for their choice; which re- 
1 commendation they no more dare refuſe, than they dare 
« to eat.a red-hot Salamander. One extreme generally 
« produces another. However l might be N to vote 
* for the reduction of the Epiſcopacy of the 1 Engliſh 
1 * Church, yet 1 had much rather be under the Right Rev. 


| % Fathers in God with us, than under the juriſdiction of 


* the AMoft'Rey. Mothers in God, among the ſtricter Inde- 
pendents. Medio tutifimus ibis.” In another place Mr, 
*Hill makes the ſollowing remark. „J do- think that the 


' «. words Clergy and Laity, as they are generally underſtood, 


are more allied to the tricks of Rome than moſt people 


© are ku are of.” *.” Fo. Hill's Journal of a Tour. 


(137 ] 

Judge Blackſtone when commenting upon 
an Act, which forbids magiſtrates to appear at 
any Meeting Houſe, with the inſignia of office, * 
on pain of diſability to hold that, or any other 
ſituation, obſerves, that the Legiſlature judged 
it a matter of propriety, that a mode of worſhip 
ſet up in oppoſition to the national, when allowed 
to be exerciſed in peace, ſhould be exerciſed 
alſo with deceney, gratitude and humility. And 


In another place, ſpeaking. of puniſhable of: 


fences, againſt the Church, he ſays, that © To re- 
revile its ordinances carries with it the utmoſt 
indecency, by ſetting up private judgment in 


| virulent and factious oppoſition to public au- 
thority. Arrogance by treating with contempt 


and rudeneſs, what has a better chance to be 


right than the ſingular notions of any particular 


man, and ingratitude, by denying that indul- 
| T * gence 


Sir Edward Humphrey Edwin, a Lord Mayor of Lon- 
don, had the imprudence ſoon after the Toleration At to 
go to a Preſbyterian Meeting Houle in his formalities, 
which is alluded to by Dean Swift, i in his Tale of a Tub, 
under the allegory of, © Jack getting on a Grey Horſe and 
eating cuſtard,” Vid. Black. C. vol. 4. p. 55. 
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gence and undiſturbed liberty of conſcience to 


the Members of the National Church, which 
the retainers of every petty Conventicle enjoy.” 


- « Diſſenters” ſays Biſhop Burnet, © ought 
to conſider well, what they can do for peace 
without ſinning againſt God. The toleration 
does not at all juſtify their ſeparation it only 
takes away the force of penal laws againſt 
them: therefore as lying in common diſcourſe 
is ſtill a fin, though no ſtatute puniſhes, and in- 
gratitude is a baſe thing, though there isno law 
againſt it; ſo ſeparating from a national body 
and from the public worſhip, is certainly an ill 
thing, unleſs ſome ſin be committed there, in 
which we think ourſelves involved, by joining 
with that body and with that worſhip : ſo that 
- toleration is only a freedom from puniſhment, 
and does not alter the nature of the thing.“ 


Thus far have I attempted to fulfil the duty 

I deſigned of giving you * The Friendly Call 
of Truth and Reaſon.” Where ſo muck has 
been ſaid in accuſation by you againſt the 
| | Clergy, 
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Clergy, I judged it but right to offer ſome little 


matter in defence. God is my witneſs, that 
I have not intended personally to offend any 
one in doing fo, 


The ſpider, it is true, can ſuck poiſon from 
the faireſt flower. Feeble as are my efforts in 
this undertaking, they have been honeſtly and 
conſcientiouſly directed. If a perpetuity of the 
honours or poſſeſſions of life could be ſecured 
to thoſe who pant after them, it might be 
ſomewhat of a reaſollable argument to divert 
us from the cauſe of ſincerity, and even tempt 
us to become hypocrites; but truly that is not 
worth our. while; for with the hand of Al- 
mighty God, it is written on all things mortal, 
that time is ſhort—death is at hand—and 
judgment follows 


Enthuſiaſts are comparatively but few ; Hypo- 
crues* are many. We pity the former, but 
hold 


%, have heard, (ſays Mr. Hill) of a ſet. of ſcrupulous 
diſciples of modern date, who were determined to adopt 
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0 hold with deteſtation the latter, wherever they 
„ are found. One thing however, is certain; the 
1 Hypocrite furniſhes the infidel in religion with 
1 : * 
[i 13 no argument of triumph, for there never had 
14 been a counterfeit, unleſs there had been an 
Y' * 8 EL] 
i 1 8 . 
10 original. 
1 
(11 
| 140 i If this addreſs may prove inſtrumental to the. 
I IRE fion of one honeſt man, from the e 
| 609 converſion ot one honèeſt man, from the error 
Inne 
nne — . . . 
| "11088 of his ways, or of ſettling the mind of a dubious 
„ one, this labour has not been in vain. My 
STS . ' 
enen a — EY 5 f ö 
110 | | main endeavour has been better to inform you 
Mi LES | . 
þ | 41 on the ſeventeenth Article, and to caution you 
N 3” 1 - OR JE 
1 | |. ö againſt a partial and ignorant interpretation of 
"I: 163 * it £ ” f *y ” . 
i x. 1 difficult paſſages of Scripture. I have likewiſe 
1 endeavoured to explain what is to be under. 
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ſtood by the Goſpel, and to prove that the 
Clergy do not deſerve the harſh calumny ſo 


frequently 
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&*« every punctilio of primitive Chriſtianity, and conſequently 
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it entered into a ſerious diſcuſſion on the ſin of pig tails and 
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« periwigs, which laſted ſeveral hours, till the diſputants had 
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« nearly gone to loggerheads, and gave ſufficient proof that 
they were not ſo well acquainted with the ſpirit of primi- 
tive Chriſlianity as they conceived themſelves to be.“ 
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frequently indulged againſt them, © of not 
preaching the Goſpel.” A New Species of Di- 
ſenters have alſo been pointed out, and the 
crime of Schiſm, I think; has been clearly made 
out againſt them, and I have taken conſidera- 
ble pains to convince you of a very prevalent : 
error, induſtriouſly cheriſhed among you, that 
far from being Churchmen, as you would fond- 
ly have it ſuppoſed, you are a defcription of 
Diſenters particularly hoſtile to the eſtabliſhed 
worſhip. © Faithful are the wounds of a friend, 
but the kiſſes of an enemy are deceitful.” In 
the moſt affectionate and reſpectful manner I 
have exhorted you to return to the venerable 


embraces of our well organized Church. 


It is now more than fourteen years ago that 
I was admitted into the Holy Order of Prieſt- 
hood, according to the rites and ceremonies of 
the Church of England ; and although there is 
no room for ſelf applauſe in the diſcharge of a 
common duty, I cannot refrain from the ſatis- 
faction of ſaying, that in no inſtance whatever, 
have I deviated from the duties of a Clergy- 


man, 
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man, in ſtrict abedience to Church order and 
Sg. 


1 "re been told by: Aa that a ſevere an · 


ſwer was intended to this publication; but ſhould 


any one be inelined to notice theſe obſervations 
from the preſs, I hope that the perſon will 
neither be gſiamed nor afraid. to wy * name 
to what he writes. N 

If there can be fuck a character as an unman- 
xerly, ill-tempered © Child of God,” him I would, 


If it were poſſible, ſtudiouſly avoid. The liberal 


reply of a Gentleman to my a guments, | ſhall read 
with pleaſure and a. deſire of improvement. 
« Wherefore, my brethren, laying aſide all malice, 
« and all guile and | iy pocriſſes, and envies, and 
* all evil ſpeaking,” let us © Hold faſt the pro- 
& feſfau of our faith without wavering, and let 


* us configer one another, to * unto love, aud 


* unto good works.” | 


